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Sample Paper – 2010
Class – X

Subject – English    
ENGLISH

(Communicative)

Time allowed : 3 hours





 

Maximum Marks : 100
General Instructions :

(i) This paper consists of four sections —

Section A — Reading 20 marks

Section B — Writing 30 marks

Section C — Grammar 20 marks

Section D — Literature 30 marks

(ii) Attempt all questions.

(iii) Do not write anything in the question paper.

(iv) All the answers must be correctly numbered as in the question paper and written

in the answer sheet provided to you.

(v) Attempt all questions in each section before going on to the next section.

(vi) Read each question carefully and follow the instructions.

(vii) Strictly adhere to the word limit given with each question. Marks will be deducted

for exceeding the word limit.

SECTION A — (Reading)


(20 marks)
Q1.
Read the following passage carefully and answer the questions that follow:
THE PESHWAS’ WATER SYSTEM
(Factual:  Descriptive)

1. An Eighteenth Century intricate water supply system that was made during the times of the Peshwas has been rediscovered in the city generating a great deal of interest among historians as well as engineers of the water supply department of the Pune Municipal Corporation (PMC).

2. The interesting aspect of the find is that the system is so good that the corporation has appointed a committee to study it.  The panel has been told to find out the feasibility of using the system to augment the existing water supply in the city.

3. Constructed in 1750 by Balaji Bajirao Peshwa in 1750, the water system comprises huge ducts and underground tunnels originating from Katraj Lake of the city to the historic Shaniwarwada fort, the ancient seat of the Deccan Peshwas.

4. It is said the underground water supply system was considered to be an engineering marvel as it is used to supply water to practically the whole of Pune in the past when the modern water supply system through heavy motors and pipelines were not discovered.

5. Bajirao Peshwa constructed dams in the mountainous regions of Pune to store water from the catchment areas during the rainy season.  The water was circulated in the city through the supply system.

6. The construction was done in such a manner that water could be regularly supplied throughout the city irrespective of whether rainfall had been aplenty or scanty.  It comprises a nine km long underground lime-stone tunnel which is five feet high and three and half feet wide with high enclaves.
7. Details of the underground water system is also mentioned in the book Punyacha Pani Puravtha (water supply system of Pune), published in 1914.

8. But the exact location of the system, its origin, its exact route, the ancient system of filtration had always been a mystery and no serious efforts were done to find out the details.

9. The water supply system has openings in as many as 125 places which is nearly five to seven feet deep.

10. Interestingly, Puneites had earlier apprised the PMC about clear drinking water from underground waterholes.  But it was not known that these water sources were a part of the underground water supply system of the Peshwa era.

1.1 On the basis of your reading of the passage, complete the following statements as briefly as possible.  Write your answers in the answer sheets.
(1 x 8 = 8 marks)
(a) The Peshwas built an intricate water system in ……

(b) The goodness of the system is established by ……

(c) The water system is made of ……

(d) The water system begins from ……

(e) The underground water system was considered a marvel because ……

(f) In order to store water during the rainy season Bajirao Peshwa ……

(g) The underground lime stone tunnel is …… and ……

(h) The water system which is …… deep has openings at …… places.

1.2 Find words from the passage which mean the same as the following:
(1 x 4 = 4 marks)
(a) producing (para 1)
(b) practicability (para 2)

(c) consists of (para 3)

(d) wonderful and surprising thing (para 4)

Q2.
Read the following poem carefully and answer the questions that follow:

I think continually of those who were truly great,


Who, from the womb, remembered the soul’s history


Through corridors of light where the hours are suns,


Endless and singing.  Whose lovely ambition


Was that their lips, still touched with fire,


Should tell of the spirit, clothed from head to foot in song.


And who hoarded from the spring branches.


The desires falling across their bodies like blossoms.


What is precious is never to forget


The essential delight of the blood drawn from ageless springs


Breaking through rocks in worlds before our earth.


Never to deny its pleasure in the morning simple light


Nor its grave evening demand for love.


Never to allow gradually the traffic to smother


With noise and fog the flowering of the spirit.


Near the snow, near the sun, in the highest fields,


See how these names are feted by the waving grass


And by the streamers of white cloud


And whispers of wind in the listening sky.


The names of those who in their lives fought for life,


Who wore at their hearts the fire’s centre,


Born of the sun, they traveled a short while toward the sun


And left the vivid air signed with their honour.

2.1 Below is the summary of the poem.  Complete it by writing the missing word/phrase against the correct blank number in your answer sheets.

(1/2 x 8 = 4 marks)
(a) The poet always thinks of the people who were really ……

(b) They …… their lives to the service of the human spirit.

(c) Right from the …… of their lives they were aware of the soul’s history.
(d) Their …… was to sing the praises of the soul.

(e) They sang of human …… and desires that come during spring.

(f) These persons never allowed the sufferings of life to crush …….

(g) The struggles and jarring noises of life couldn’t overpower to …… the flowering of the spirit.

(h) They achieved an …… fame by their persistent efforts to serve humanity.

2.2 Match the expressions given below with their meanings in the boxes.  Write only the answer against the correct number in your answer sheets. (1/2 x 4 = 2 marks)
(a) Touched with fire.

(b) Ageless springs

(c) Traffic to smother

(d) The Fire’s Centre
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2.3 List four images of light and fire from the poem.  Write the answers in your answer sheets against the correct blank numbers.

(1/2 x 4 = 2 marks)
(a)
……

(b)
……

(c)
……

(d)
……

Section B — ( Writing )
(30 marks)
Q3.
You are Sonal who has arrived at the New Delhi Railway Station to board the Shatabdi Express to Amritsar.  You hear the following announcement.
This is for the attention of all the passengers to board the Shatabdi Express bound for Amritsar scheduled to arrive at 6.55 a.m.  The Shatabdi Express has derailed 20 kilometers from ABC city.  Please note that the Howrah  Express that leaves the New Delhi Railway Station at 8.30 a.m. will carry all the passengers to their destination.  You are requested not to buy a new ticket.  Your ticket for the Shatabdi Express holds valid and at par to the Howrah Express Special coaches are being attached to the Howrah Express to accommodate passengers of Shatabdi Express.
Write a message to be sent to your father through your driver.  Use 50 words.  Put the message in a box.







(5 marks)
Q4.
Ramganesh has invented a new software for learning languages.  You can see his notes below.  He writes a postcard to his friend Ravi about it.  Use the information to write the postcard.  Do not add any new information.  Do not exceed 50 words.  Copy the format of the postcard from the question paper in your answer sheet.
(5 marks)
NOTES

Cirrus Electronic Systems – provide – multi-lingual software solution – launched – ‘India Speaks’ Helps to learn any Indian language from another language – learn 15 languages from 210 combinations – posses four parts – 150 terms – day-to-day needs – 400 sentences covered – helps get around everywhere.
	
	Stamp

_____________

_____________

______________

Pin:​​​​____________
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Q5:
Rohan Gupta comes across the following notes about CFS (Chronic Fatigue Syndrome) in a health magazine.  He decides to write a speech “Fatigue is also a syndrome” for the school assembly.  Taking information from the notes given below together with ideas from the unit on ‘Health’ and your own ideas, write a speech in not more than 175 words.









(10 marks)
THE TELE-TALE SIGNS OF CFS
You could be suffering from chronic fatigue syndrome if you have four or more of these symptoms for more than six months.

· Short-term memory loss
or severe inability to concentrate

· Sore throat

· Swollen lymph nodes

· Muscle pain

· Unrefreshing sleep

· Weariness that lasts for more than a day after any exertion

· Pain without redness or swelling in a number of joints.

· Intense headaches






Source:  CDC
Q6:
Rajesh sees the following cartoon strip in the newspaper:
ASIAN GAMES – SOUTH KOREA
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Rajesh is led to think why athletes resort to doping.  He feels that it is essential to educate athletes on the harmful effects of doping to counter the increasing use of stimulants.  He decides to write a letter to the Editor of a newspaper on this subject.  Write Rajesh’s letter in not more than 175 words.







(10 marks)
Section C – ( Grammar)
Q7:
In the passage given below, one word has been omitted in each line.  Write the missing word along with the word that comes before and the word that comes after it.  Remember to underline the word that you have supplied.


(4 marks)

The room was the ground floor and in front of the cottage.

e.g.  was on the

As I came up through the wilderness had once been a garden

(a) ……

I could see the dogs watching me the old lady’s bed.


(b) ……

And when I knocked the door the place almost erupted with

(c) ……

their barking.  It was always like I had been visiting


(d) ……

regularly for over year and the pattern never changed;

(e) ……

the furious barking, then Mrs. Broadwith looked after Miss

(f) ……

Stubbs would push all the animals my patient into the back

(g) ……

kitchen and open the door and I go in and see Miss Stubbs.

(h) ……
Q8:
Look at the words and phrases below.  Rearrange them to form meaningful sentences.  The first one has been done as an example.




(4 marks)
· Identified / anthrax / researchers / destroy / have / way to / a new



Researchers have identified a new way to destroy anthrax.
(a) officials / a hand-held / bacteria / the method / device / allows / to detect / with

(b) bacteria killers / naturally / the technique / bacteriophages / is based on / occurring / known as

(c) to antibiotics / have been shown / of an / by bacteriophages / to destroy anthrax / that has become resistant / the extracts / enzyme produced

(d) this technique / infections / in a / help / few years / may / fight / difficult to treat
Q9:
Read the comic strip and complete the passage given below.  Write the correct answer.  The first one has been done as an example.


(5 marks)
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Jeanne told Fred that her father had been a pilot and added that (a) …… Fred exclaimed with surprise and asked (b) …… Jeanne disclosed that he was at the bottom of the sea as his plane had crashed.  Then Fred said (c) …… Jeanne enquired whether (d) …… Fred said that he didn’t and revealed (e) ……
Q10.
Using the notes given below complete the paragraph that follows.  Write only the correct answer in your answer sheets against the correct blank number.
(4 marks)
NOTES

Frequently absent-shirked work-did not perform well in studies-academic achievement declined-unnoticed till he failed, Parents encouraged-inspired-new hope-repents-heart purified-becomes regular and diligent-peers surprised.


Raghu’s frequent (a) …… from school made him shirk hard work.  His academic (b) …… declined day by day.  This (c) …… remained unnoticed until he failed in the terminal tests.  (d) …… by his parents led him to confess his fault.  Their (e) ……  filled him with a new hope.  Raghu’s (f) …… purified his heart and he turned over a new leaf.  Now his newly acquired (g) …… surprised his peers.  He is now known for his (h) …….
Q11.
Look at the newspaper items below.  Then use the information in the headlines to complete the paragraphs.  The first one has been done as an example.
(3 marks)


CAR THIEVES’ GANG BUSTED

The Police commissioner reports that the car thieves’ gang was busted.


1.
LOK SABHA DISSOLVED – GENERAL ELECTIONS DECLARED


Lok Sabha (a) …… last week and general elections (b) …… now

2.
ECO-FRINDLY METHOD INTRODUCED : POISON ELIMINATED
The (c) …… of biocontrol method to kill rodents is eco-friendly as it helps in (d) ……  of crop thieves without the use of poison.


3.
IDOLS IMMERSED : PUJA CONCLUDES
The (e) …… of the idols of Lord Ganesha marked the (f) …… of the ten day puja celebrations.
Section D — ( Literature )
Q12.
Read the extract given below and answer the following questions.  Write the answers in your answer sheets in one or two lines only.  Remember to number the answers correctly.








(5 marks)

I watched the flame feeding on my mother.


I watched the holy man perform his rites


To tame the poison with an incantation.



After twenty hours



it lost its sting.



My mother only said


Thank God the scorpion picked on me



and spared my children.

(a) Explain, ‘I watched the flame feeding on my mother’?

(b) What other activity did he watch?  How far did they prove curative?

(c) What do you understand about the mother from her utterance in the last two lines?

Q13.
Read the extract given below and answer the following questions.  Write the answers in your answer sheets in one or two lines only.  Remember to number the answers correctly.








(3 marks)

………………………. There are spread


On the blue surface of thine aery surge,


Like the bright hair uplifted from the head


Of some fierce Maenad, even from the dim verge


Of the horizon to the zenith’s height,


The locks of the approaching storm.
(a) What are spread on the blue surface of the west wind’s forward movement in air?

(b) Who is a Maenad?  What does the comparison imply?

(c) What do you understand by:  ‘dim verge of the horizon to the zenith’s height’.

Q14.
How did the frog rule the Bingle Bog as its sole musician?  What was the reaction of other creatures to its music?



(Word Limit: 50-75)
(4 marks)

OR

In the second stanza the mirror is compared to another object.  What is it?  Why do you think this comparison has been made?

(Word Limit: 50-75)
(4 marks)

Q15.
When beggars die, there are no comments seen;


The heavens themselves blaze forth the death of princes.


(4 marks)

(a) Who speaks these lines and to whom?  On what occasion are these lines spoken and why?

(b) What argument does she offer?

Q16.
What is the petition put before Caesar by the conspirators?  How does Caesar respond to it?






(Word Limit: 50-75)
(4 marks)

OR

Whom does Antony call “the choice and master spirits of this age”?  Why?








(Word Limit: 50-75)
(4 marks)

Q17.
‘I shivered with the cold, and my own ingratitude.’  When did Babuli feels so and why?







(Word Limit: 50-75)
(4 marks)

OR

‘So, the Earth scientists agreed, it must be right’.  What does ‘it’ stand for?  Do you think it was right?  Why/why not?


(Word Limit: 50-75)
(4 marks)

Q18.
Imagine you are one of the rescuers of Cutie Pie who helped him reach his own planet.  Cutie pie has related his sufferings and how he survived the ordeal.  Write a page of your diary entry in 150-175 words recording your feelings and reactions to his valiant efforts.








(8 marks)

OR

On receiving Babuli’s note his elder brother writes back to him telling him what he will do with his lands and the reasons for the same.  (Refer to the lesson ‘The Tribute’.)  Write the letter in about 150-175 words.




(8 marks)

Paper Submitted by: Neema

Email : neema_agrawal@yahoo.com
THE SWAMINARAYAN SCHOOL

Buying with and spending or materials interests of life








(i)





Capable of passionate poetic utterances








(ii)





Their hearts are animated by enthusiasm for life








Eternal sources of enjoyment.








(iii)





(iv)
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