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Sample Paper – 2010

Class – X

Subject – ENGLISH COMMUNICATIVE                      

           






MARKS: 40

I.
The following passage has not been edited. There is an error in each of the lines. Write the incorrect word and correction in your answer sheet as given below against the correct blank number.      


       [4 Marks]


Dear Mr. Bannerjee,


Thank you for your letter to fooer to help

to offer- offering

building an auditorium for our school. The 

--------(a)--------


parents have suggested approach their association
--------(b)--------


for funds. It is an idea worth pursue and


--------(c)--------


we propose holding a meeting on the 15th of this

--------(d)-------

month. I should very much like you attending the 
--------(e)--------


meeting. The architect has arranged supplying

--------(f)--------


us with the blueprints of the building. Our management


does not mind start the work soon. I am


--------(g)--------


looking forward to hear from you soon.


--------(h)--------

II.
The following passage has not been edited. There is an error in each of the lines. Write the incorrect word and correction in your answer sheet as given below against the correct blank number.      


       [4 Marks]

This is the house whose Jack built. It


--------(a)--------


is located in a city who is not very populated.

--------(b)--------


The people which live there are still living 

--------(c)--------


a life who is enviable. Rupa



--------(d)--------


which house is also there, I don’t know


--------(e)--------


who made her build the house there, told someone
--------(f)--------


it was a paradise on earth. The reason that people

--------(g)--------


love to live there is thus clear, this







is the city who all admire.



--------(h)--------

III.
The following passage has not been edited. There is an error in each of the lines. Write the incorrect word and correction in your answer sheet as given below against the correct blank number.      


       [3 Marks]


Rustum was so brave and fearless but he 

--------(a)--------

has so often saved his country from foreign

--------(b)--------
invasion as he was called The Shield of Persia.

--------(c)--------



The enemies field in fear that they heard his

--------(d)--------



war cry ‘Rustum’. “Persia is safe as long as 



Rustum leads our soldiers”, the king of Persia

--------(e)--------



said. “If Rustum is killed, our armies cannot



taste victory”, the enemies of Persia used to say. 
--------(f)--------



The King of Persia soon sent for Rustum and he
--------(g)--------



did not feel safe if Rustum was in the Kingdom to protect it.
 
IV. I remember the night my mother



was stung by a scorpio. Ten hours



of steady rain had driven him



to crawl beneath a sack of rice.

1. Who does ‘he’ refer to?




        [1 Mark]
2. How long did it rain? Why did he come inside the house? Where did he hide?






        [1 Mark]
3. Why does the poet remember that night?


        [1 Mark]
V.

They clicked their tongues.



With every movement that the Scorpio made



His poison moved in mother’s blood, they said.
1. Who are ‘they’?




        [1 Mark]
2. Why do they hope that the scorpion would sit still?

        [1 Mark]
3. What do these words tell us about them?


        [1 Mark]
VI. He even poured a little paraffin
upon the bitten toe and put a match to it.

I watched the flame feeding on my mother.

I watched the Holy man perform his rites

To tame the poison with an incantation.

1. Why was the flame feeding on the mother?

        [1 Mark]
2. Explain ‘incarnation’?




        [1 Mark]
3. What does these lines tell us about the attitude of the peasants?    [1 Mark]
4. Who performed the rites? Why?



        [1 Mark]
VII.

How do the superstitious villagers react when the narrator’s mother is stung by a scorpion?




       [4 Marks]

VIII.
How does father react to the crisis?


       [4 Marks]

IX.

How does the poem ‘Night of the Scorpion’ read like?
       [4 Marks]

X. You happened to overhear the following dialogue:


Sumesh: School is so boring now-a-days.



Ramesh:We are treated as machines and fed on mere facts.



Sumesh: I hope the classes were more interesting.

Write a letter to the District Education Officer suggesting how the educational curriculum could be made more flexible and relevant to the changing economy and environment. Use ideas from the unit on ‘Education’ along with your ideas. Your answer should be about 150 words.







      [7 marks]

==*==*==*==*==*==*==*==*==
ANSWER KEY

I.
The following passage has not been edited. There is an error in each of the lines. Write the incorrect word and correction in your answer sheet as given below against the correct blank number.      


[4 Marks]


Dear Mr. Bannerjee,


Thank you for your letter to fooer to help

to offer- offering

building an auditorium for our school. The 

building-build

parents have suggested approach their association
approach-approaching

for funds. It is an idea worth pursue and


pursue-pursuing

we propose holding a meeting on the 15th of this

holding-to hold

month. I should very much like you attending the 
attending-to attend

meeting. The architect has arranged supplying

supplying-to supply

us with the blueprints of the building. Our management


does not mind start the work soon. I am


start-starting

looking forward to hear from you soon.


Hear-hearing
II.
The following passage has not been edited. There is an error in each of the lines. Write the incorrect word and correction in your answer sheet as given below against the correct blank number.      


[4 Marks]


This is the house whose Jack built. It



whose-which

is located in a city who is not very populated.


who-which

The people which live there are still living 


which-who

a life who is enviable. Rupa




who-which

which house is also there, I don’t know



which-whose

who made her build the house there, told someone

who-what

it was a paradise on earth. The reason that people


that-why

love to live there is thus clear, this







is the city who all admire.




who-whom
III.
The following passage has not been edited. There is an error in each of the lines. Write the incorrect word and correction in your answer sheet as given below against the correct blank number.      


[3 Marks]



Rustum was so brave and fearless but he 


but-and



has so often saved his country from foreign


as-that



invasion as he was called The Shield of Persia.


That-when
The enemies field in fear that they heard his


but-so


war cry ‘Rustum’. “Persia is safe as long as 



Rustum leads our soldiers”, the king of Persia


if-unless


said. “If Rustum is killed, our armies cannot



taste victory”, the enemies of Persia used to say. 

And-because
The King of Persia soon sent for Rustum and he

if-unless



did not feel safe if Rustum was in the Kingdom to protect it.
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