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Guess Paper – 2010
Class – X
Subject – ENGLISH  

                                           PROSE/ FICTION SECTION
1. THE TRIBUTE:
     Short Questions:
(a) Babuli was a victim of modern nuclear society. Discuss.
(b) Mother’s absence in the partition proceedings shows her utter regret towards such a division. Elucidate the statement.
(c) Justify the statement that the impact of the elder brother’s letter to Babuli was temporary. 
(d)Justify the title of the Story The Tribute.
(e) Babuli’s elder brother is an epitome of Love, care and sacrifice. Discuss the statement.
Broad Questions:
(a)  You are a reporter of a reputed daily. You have heard about Babuli’s tribute to his elder brother. Write an article on it.
(b) Babuli’s mother writes a letter to her friend describing the partition incident.
(c) Babuli’s wife’s diary, expressing her feelings about her husband’s sacrifice.
2. Cutie Pie
    Short Questions:
(a) How was Cutie Pie captured?
(b) Bring out the similarity between Cutie Pie and Christopher.
(c) Although Cutie Pie is an alien, he exhibits human emotions and feelings. Discuss.
(d) Why did the scientists imprison Cutie Pie?
(e) Characteristics of Science Fiction in the story Cutie Pie.
Broad Questions:
(a) Cutie Pie’s diary inside the glass Prison.
(b) Christopher’s letter to his friend about his childhood friend Cutie Pie.
3. The Letter:
     Short questions:
(a) Character of Coachman Ali.
(b)  What mistakes did the postmaster make? How did he realize it later on?
(c) Why did the call Ali a lunatic man? Justify the comment.
(d) Why do you think Ali give up hunting?
Broad Questions:
(a) Miriam’s letter to Ali came after 5 years. Write the letter to Ali, on behalf of Miriam.
(b) Laxmi Das’s diary after delivering the letter to Ali’s grave.
(c) Ali’s diary, on his death bed.
(d) Post Master’s letter to his daughter about Ali.
4. The Ultimate Safari:
Short Questions:
(a)  Describe Kruger Park in brief.
(b)  Character of the Grandmother (Highlight: Protective, Sacrificing, decisive, religious, caring, well-organized)
(c) Appropriateness of the title of the story: The Ultimate safari.
(d) Give a brief account of the circumstances under which the refugees were forced to leave their native land.
(e) Role of the Guide in successfully completing the ‘Ultimate Safari’. 
(f) Describe the condition of the refugees on their arrival at the refugee camp. 
Broad Questions:
(a) A reporter’s article on ‘Grandmother’- the Grand lady’.
(b) Grandfather’s letter to Grandmother from a remote area: (How he lost way amidst dense forest, how he went to another refugee camp)
(c) Nadine’s letter to her friend, expressing her tragic childhood.
(d) Narrator’s letter to the editor of Mozambique Times about the hardship they are facing and the unhygienic condition they are tolerating in the refugee camp. 
DRAMA SECTION
A Christmas Carol:
(a) Character of Scrooge.
(b) Justify the aptness of the title.
(c) Give a short description of Mr. Bob Cratchit’s family.
(d) How does Scrooge’s attitude towards Christmas change at the end of the play?
(e) Give a brief description of the scenes shown by the first ghost/ Second Ghost/ Third ghost and their impact on Scrooge. 
(f) “Another idol has displaced me, a golden one”. Who said this? Why?
(g) Describe the last scene of the play.
(h) What was the purpose behind Tim’s visit to church?
Julius Caesar:
(a) Character of Julius Caesar/ Mark Antony/ Marcus Brutus.
(b) Justify the title of the play: Julius Caesar.
(c) How did the conspirators manage to carry out their plan of assassinating Julius Caesar? 
(d) How did Antony initially react when he saw the body of Caesar?
(e) How do the heavens forecast the death of Julius Caesar?
(f) Shakespeare implies supernatural element in the play. Elaborate the statement.
(g) How did Antony instigate the people of Rome?
(h) How did Brutus justify Caesar’s assassination? 
POETRY SECTION
The Night of the Scorpion:
(a) Briefly describe the night when the Scorpion had stung the narrator’s mother.
(b) Briefly describe the Peasant’s attitude towards the incident.
(c) The last line of the poem brings the characteristics of an ideal mother. Discuss. 
(d) Why did the villagers pray for the mother? How their religious beliefs were expressed through their deeds?
(e) Explain the following lines:
“Giant scorpion shadow”
“Parting with his poison”
“Peace of understanding on each face”
“Flash of diabolic tail”

Ode to the West Wind:
(a) Shelley’s idealism reflected in the poem.
(b) Shelley’s personification.
(c) The west wind has been created as a symbol of death as well as rebirth. Discuss.
(d) Explain the following lines:
i) ‘I fall upon the thorns of life! I bleed!’
ii) ‘Wild spirit, which art moving everywhere’
iii) ‘Destroyer and preserver’
iv) “If I were a swift cloud to fly with thee”
v) ‘Make me thy lyre’
vi) “Scatter as from an unextinguished hearth/ Ashes and sparks, my words among mankind”
vii) ‘If winter comes, can spring be far behind?’  
The Mirror:
(a) Mirror just reflects what it sees: Discuss.
(b) Describe the activities of the old lady.
(c) Theme of the poem.
(d) Explain the following lines:
“Whatever I see I swallow immediately”
“Searching my reaches for what she really is”
“She rewards me with tears and an agitation of hands”
“I am not cruel, only truthful”
Frog and the Nightingale:
(a) Character of Frog (both as a villain and a teacher)/ Nightingale.
(b) How does the frog make use of the Nightingale’s talent for his own gains? 
(c) Explain the following lines:
“Brainless bird—you’re on the stage”
“Blind with tears….”
“You’re a Mozart in disguise”
“That’s not much to boast about”
“dumbstruck sat the gaping frog” 
Rime of The Ancient Mariner:
(a) How Coleridge highlights the concept of sin and repentance in the poem?
(b) Describe the Ancient Mariner in your own words.
(c) Do you think the Mariner had done the right thing by killing the bird? Why? Why not?
(d) The other mariners kept changing their opinion about killing of the Albatross. What does it reveal about their character? 
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