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Guess Paper – 2010
Class – XII
Subject - English(CORE)
Book-1: Flamingo 
(Poetry)
1. My Mother at Sixty Six 
a) Why are young trees described as ‘sprinting’?
b) How has the poet captured the ageing of her mother in this poem?

c) What do the parting words of the poet and her smile signify?

d) How does the poet feel when she looks at her mother during her drive to the airport?
e) Difference between childhood and aged as described in the poem.
2. An elementary classroom in a school:

a) How do the children of the elementary school classroom in a school like?
b) What horrifying picture of the paper-seeming boy does the poet draw?

c) What does the poet mean in “Shakespeare is wicked and the map a bad example..”?
d) What does the poet want for the children of the slum?

e) How do these children spend their present lives ‘on their slag heap’? How do they look?

f) Why the map been said to be a ‘bad example’?
3. Keeping quiet:

a) Elaborate the hidden message of the poem: Keeping Quiet.

b) What would the fishermen and others start doing after they all keep ‘still’?

c) Do you think the poet advocates total inactivity and death?

d) What is the ‘sadness’ that the poet refers to in the poem?
e) Why does the poet talk about the necessity of quiet introspection?

f) What does the poet say about those who prepare green wars? 

4. A thing of beauty:

a) How is a thing of beauty, a joy for ever?
b) List the things of beauty mentioned in the poem.

c) List the things that cause suffering and pain.

d) Why is ‘grandeur’ associated with the ‘mighty dead’?

e) What makes human beings love life in spite of troubles and sufferings?
5. A Roadside Stand:

a) Why did the poor villagers put up a roadside stand?
b) Why is the ‘childish longing’ that the poet refers to? Why is it ‘in vain’?

c) Which things were displayed in the roadside stand? What were the expectations of the sellers?

d) What was the complaint about the ‘artless paint of sign’?
e) Central theme of the poem (for covering unexpected answers)

6. Aunt Jennifer’s Tigers:

a) Interpret the symbols found in the poem.

b) Describe Aunt Jennifer’s tigers.

c) Aunt Jennifer is an epitome of utter sympathy. Discuss/ Central theme of the poem.
Flamingo (Prose)

1. The Last Lesson:

SHORT QUESTIONS

a) What sights did Franz see on his way to school?
b) What usual noises could be heard in the street when the school began?

c) What information did Mr. Hamel give to the children in his class?
d) What had been put up on the bulletin-board?

e) Mention the reason that brought the villagers to school.

f) What did Mr. Hamel ask Franz to recite and what was the result?

BROAD QUESTIONS

a) What particular thing did Franz notice when he entered into the classroom?
b) What was M. Hamel’s opinion about the mother tongue?
c) Mention the last lesson, delivered by M. Hamel in the school before the students and the guardians.
2. Lost Spring:

SHORT QUESTIONS

a) How did the writer come to recognize each of the rag pickers of her neighbourhood?

b) What is the condition of the children working in the glass furnace of Firozabad?

c) How does the author describe the slum area of Seemapuri? (Prepare Broad Q also)
d) Describe Saheb in your own words.

e) Who was Mukesh? What was his aim in life?

f) Why don’t the poor bangle makers organize themselves into a co-operative?

BROAD QUESTIONS

a) Reproduce briefly the story related to the man from Udipi.
b) Write a brief note on the bangle makers of Firozabad. 

c) Significance of the title of the story.
3. Deep Water:

SHORT QUESTIONS

a) When did the writer join the YMCA pool and why?
b) Mention the tragic incident of the YMCA pool.

c) How was the writer affected by the misadventure at the pool?

d) How did the writer overcome the fear of water?

e) What special method did the instructor use to teach the writer to swim?

BROAD QUESTIONS

a) Write in your own words the misadventure that William Douglas speaks about in his story ‘Deep Water’.

b) How did the instructor build a swimmer out of Douglas? 

c) How does Douglas describe the panic that gripped him as he was almost drowning?
4. The Rat Trap:

SHORT QUESTIONS
a) From where the peddler gets the idea of the world being a rat trap?

b) How was the peddler received by the old crofter?

c) Why did the peddler take his way through the forest?
d) Why did the Ironmaster speak kindly to the peddler and invite him home?

e) What made him accept Elda’s invitation?
BROAD QUESTIONS
a) Character of Rattrap Peddler.
b) What made peddler finally change his ways? 
c) The peddler draws sympathy right from the beginning of the story. Is it justified?
5. Indigo:

SHORT QUESTIONS
a) Why did Gandhiji go to Lucknow in Dec 1916? Who met him there & why?

b) What did Rajkumar inform Gandhiji about the landlord system of Bihar?

c) Why did Gandhiji decide to go to Muzzafarpur?

d) What was the main reason behind the indigo plantation conflict?
e) Why did Gandhiji agree to a settlement of 25% refund to the farmers? 
BROAD QUESTIONS
a) Write a brief note on the sharecropping system of Champaran. 

b) Narrate in your own words the episode related to Gandhiji’s visit to Muzzafarpur. 
c) How Champaran episode is a turning point of India’s freedom fighting?
6. Poets and Pancakes:

SHORT QUESTIONS

a) What are pancakes and what are they used for?
b) What is ‘the fiery misery’ of those subjected to make up?

c) How was the strict hierarchy maintained in the make-up department?

d) What did the ‘Office Boy’ do in the make-up department?
e) In spite being so charitable, Subbu had enemies. Why?

f) Why was the Moral Rearmament Army welcomed at the studios?
BROAD QUESTIONS
a) Describe the makeup room as described in the chapter. 
b) Comparison between Subbu and Office Boy.
c) The people at Gemini Studios did not have any particular political affiliations. Describe.

d) Write a note on the visit of Frank Buchman’s Moral Rearmament Army. What was its impact on Tamil Cinema?
7. The Interview

SHORT QUESTIONS

a) Why do most celebrity writers despise being interviewed?

b) Write some of the positive views of Interview.

c) How did Rudyard Kipling/ Lewis Carroll look at interviews?
d) What does Umberto Eco mainly write about?

e) What are ‘empty spaces’ according to Eco? How are they useful to him?

f) How did Eco start writing novels?

g) What according to Eco were the two reasons that made the novel a huge success?
BROAD QUESTIONS

a) According to some celebrities, what are some negative aspects of interview?

b) Explain the statement: “I am a professor who writes novels on Sundays”.

c) What is the reason for the huge success of the novel: ‘The Name of The Rose’?
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8. Going Places:

SHORT QUESTIONS

a) What were the options that Sophie was dreaming of? Why did Jansie discourage her from having such a dream?
b) What did Sophie think of the vast world she was conscious of?

c) What opinion does Sophie’s father have about Danny Casey? 

d) Did Sophie really meet Danny Casey?

e) How is ‘Going Places’ more appropriate?
BROAD QUESTIONS

a) Why and how did Sophie include her brother Geoff in her fantasy?
b) What troubled Sophie emotionally? How did she express it at the end?

c) How did Sophie’s reverie prove to be sad at the end of the story?
d) Describe Sophie’s reverie in brief. What was its ultimate outcome?
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