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Guess Paper – 2010
Class – XII
Subject – Functional English
SECTION-A [ADVANCED READING SKILLS]

Q1. read the following passage:

1. If the iconic image of Durga, with her multiple limbs, is an indication, women could honestly do with a pair of extra hands. A couple of extra hours on the clock would help as well. Dreams apart, women today have a tough call – with managing home and children, being perfect hostess and climbing the corporate ladder with élan. But some women seem to do it all, and yet remain cool and collected. The secret : time management and delegation. Not to mention the fact that they are also naturally efficient and organized, something that enables them to balance their various roles with ease.

2. For most women though, multitasking is not a choice, it is necessity. After all, how can one manage to stay sane while juggling a zillion different tasks, all requiring an equal amount of concentration? In fact, recent research conducted in the US concluded that a woman’s brain is more capable of multitasking than the male brain. The male brain can focus on only one task at a time. Ever noticed a man watching television? He will, at the most, drink a cup of beers while doing that. A woman, on the other hand, will be getting dinner ready, doing the laundry, checking the kids’ homework, getting their clothes ready for the next day and watching the serial at the same time. Women are natural multitaskers. They can balance home and work with equal flair, but the best part is that they also stay calm amidst it all.

3. An important step towards time management is to start your day knowing what you need to accomplish in the course of the day. One trick, which seems to work for many women, is that of actually listing out the things to do on paper, and then crossing them out as they get done. Once that is done, make sure you budget time for each task, so you don’t end up overspending time needlessly on trivial tasks. At the same time, you must also ensure that you make time for the unexpected.

4. Another important aspect is that of prioritizing. We often waste a lot of time on trivial tasks, and then end up having no time left for the important ones. Clearly, managing one’s time needs one to analyse how time is spent effectively. Keeping a log of activities, and noting down how much time you spend on them helps. After a week, you can analyse the tasks that are time burners, those that can be delegated, those that can be managed more effectively and those that can be eliminated altogether.

5. Getting a solid support structure in place is also very essential. Supportive in-laws, good domestic help and an understanding spouse are invaluable assets. And finally, don’t be ashamed of taking short cuts. You don’t need to slave over every dish for the dinner party you host. You can order in, get a caterer or even get ‘heat and eat meals’ as some of the items on the menu.

6. Modern technology is also a timesaver, and helps get a zillion tasks done simultaneously. For instance, you can reply to phone calls while traveling, you can e-mail and make a phone call, you can substitute a phone call with an SMS and cut down on the minutes wasted on polite niceties. You can open an account with a bank that offers telebanking services. With a little bit of time management and planning, you can juggle various roles with élan. Whoever said “necessity is the mother of invention”, couldn’t have been more right. 
On the basis of your understanding of the passage, answer the following questions:

(a) What does the image of Durga indicate?







1

(b) How can you say that today’s woman has a tough call?
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(c) What does the recent research reveal?








1

(d) Describe the four important steps towards time management.
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(e) What do you understand by support structure?
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(f) How can modern technology be helpful? Give two examples.
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(g) Find the words from the passage which mean the same as given below:
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(i) manipulating (para 2)

(ii) to perform a task (para 3)
(iii) of little importance (para 4)
(iv) occurring at the same time (para 6)


Q2. Read the following passage:

Apes belong to the same type of animals as man himself. They have larger brains than any other animal, though their brains are smaller than man’s. they all belong to the hot countries of the world – Tropical Africa and South-East Asia.

The gorilla is the largest of the apes. He is as tall as six feet when standing upright. He is known to be very fierce and is often described as standing on his hind legs, beating his chest with his hands, and roaring in anger. Now that we know more about gorillas in their home, in the forests of Central Africa, we learn that they are, in fact, peaceful animals and never use their great strength unless attacked.

Gorillas go about in family parties of one male, with several females and their young ones; these include babies, carried hanging on to their mothers’ fur and youngsters up to six years old. They roam through the tropical forests on all fours, and seldom stand up on their hind legs, for these are weak compared with their long and very strong arms. They have sharp eyesight and notice even slight movements from quite a distance. Gorillas have black faces and long, black, hairy coats. They feed during the day on plants and fruits, especially on wild celery and bamboo.

The chimpanzee also belongs to the forests of tropical Africa. It stands just five feet high and weighs only ten stone. It has short hair on its body and ears; its hands and feet are skin-coloured and baby chimpanzees have pink faces. Instead of beating their chests when angry, they make a hooting bark.

The orangutan or ‘Old Man of the Woods’, lives in Borneo and Sumatra in the East Indies. Though it is only four and a half feet high, it weighs nearly fourteen stones. It has rough reddish hair, especially long on the shoulders, back, and arms. Its legs are short and weak, but its arms are long and strong. It moves over the ground by putting its hands down and swinging its body between the arms. But it spend most of its time in the trees, swinging from branch to branch.

The fourth ape, the gibbon of South-East Asia, is the smallest – only three feet high and weighing only a stone. This small, finely built ape has such long arms that it holds them over its head when running on the ground. In trees, it uses them to swing easily through the branches, and it takes flying jumps from one tree to another, as much as forty feet at a time. Gibbons are also fruit-eaters and live in family parties. In the jungle they keep in touch with each other by calling loudly all the time. At sunrise and sunset there is a loud chorus of calls ringing through the forest.

(a) On the basis of your reading of the above passage, make notes on it using headings and sub-headings. Use recognizable abbreviations, wherever necessary.
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(b) On the basis of your reading of the above passage, write a summary in about 80 words.
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SECTION-B [EFFECTIVE WRITING SKILLS]

Q3. You’re the Managing Director of Escotel Mobile Company. Draft an advertisement to be published in the ‘Situation Vacant’ column of a national daily, in not more than 50 words.








OR
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Your school is organizing a tour to Goa and Mumbai during the winter vacation. Write a notice giving detailed information to the students. You are Ayush/Ayushi, Student Leader of St. Columbia’s Senior Secondary School, Meerut.

Q4. Write a letter to the Chairman of the Sports Authority of India, Delhi requesting him to send you details regarding the sports scholarships available for students. You are the sports teacher of Meerut Public School, Meerut.








OR
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As the librarian of your school, write a letter to the Loyal Book Depot, Cannaught Place, New Delhi, placing an order for the supply of some books.

Q5. You are sports captain of your school. Write a speech for school morning assembly on the topic ‘Importance of Games and Sports’.








OR
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Write an article to be published in a newspaper expressing your concern over rapidly rising prices of essential commodities. Also suggest ways to curb this price-hike.

SECTION-C [APPLIED GRAMMAR]

Q6. Rearrange the following sentences sequentially to make a complete sense:
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(a) It turned out to be a mistake.

(b) The rain had slackened, and I decided it was safe to swing from passageways.

(c) Ronnie leaned over with his face wet far more from sweat than from rain.

(d) At first I could only see Frog’s machine.

(e) No sooner had I struck the street than I heard wild, far away scream.

(f) I remember how relieved I felt when I got within sight of the bridge.

(g) He was cunning enough to suspect that I might try to get over the bridge and had come to seal it off.

(h) Comparing our relatively slow speed it was obvious Frog would be on our backs.

(i) He had apparently sent his scouts to check the route to the neighbourhood.

(j) We could hear a woman’s high-pitched cry.  

Q7. You went to a bank to open an account. You met the Branch Manager. Prepare a set of five dialogues between you and him.
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Q8. The following passage has ten errors. Identify the error in each line and write them along with the corrections as shown in the example:
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Incorrect
Correct

My father become Chief Secretary of Tamil Nadu


become
became

(a) on 1962. Soon after, he told my cousin and me,


……….
………. 

(b) wherever we accompanied him to any function,


……….
……….

(c) we were to sit on the car on either side of him



……….
……….

(d) and gave him a nudge if we saw a policeman



……….
……….

(e) salute him which he was preoccupied studying


……….
……….

(f) his notes. He said so that he was concerned



……….
……….

(g) of the policemen standing in the hot sun.



……….
……….

(h) He felt that he would return their greetings



……….
……….

(i) when they took the trouble of salute




……….
……….

(j) him as he go by.







……….
……….

Q9. You are a press reporter. You have been assigned a job to interview the student who has topped the CBSE class XII examinations. Prepare a set of ten questions about how he prepared for the examinations and what his future plans are.
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SECTION-D [LITERATURE]

Q10. Read the following extract and answer the questions that follow:

No doubt they’ll soon get well; the shock and strain

Have caused their stammering, disconnected talk.

Of course they’re ‘longing to go out again’ – 

These boys with old, scared faces, learning to walk.

(a) ‘They’ refers to whom? What has happened to them?
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(b) ‘longing to go out again’, Explain.








2

(c) Why are the faces of the boys scared?
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(d) Name the poem and the poet.









1








OR

A poem should be equal to :

Not true.

For all the history of grief

An empty doorway and a maple leaf.

For love

The leaning grasses and two lights above the sea – 

A poem should not mean

But be.

(a) What are the two emotions expressed here?
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(b) How can these emotions be expressed?
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(c) How can a poem be equal to and not true?
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(d) Name the poem and the poet.
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Q11. Answer any two of the following questions in about 50 words each:


         2x4

(a) What does the bird symbolize in the poem ‘Sympathy’? Do you think that there is an autobiographical element in the poem? Give reasons.

(b) Explain the title ‘Curtain’.

(c) In the poem ‘Sally in Our Alley’, which is the narrator’s favourite day of the week? Why? Why does he compare his master to a ‘Turk’?

Q12. Answer any one of the following in about 80-100 words:
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Justify the title “An Adventure Story”.








OR

The Monkey’s Paw has all the elements of a horror story. Discuss.

Q13. Answer any two of the following questions in about 50 words each:


         2x4

(a) According to the beggar what should be taken care of while pursuing one’s dream?

(b) How does the author justify the statement that the bee is ‘morally higher in the scale than the mosquito?

(c) Why did the Public Executioner approach the comedians at the café?

Q14. Answer any one of the following questions in about 100-125 words:

Destiny governs the life of human beings. Elucidate with reference to the story ‘The Actress’.








OR






7

The society and the individual are complimentary to each other? Explain with reference to the essay ‘On Education’.

Paper Submitted by : Santosh

Email id :- kotiyalsantosh@yahoo.com

 Ph No.: 9461512415

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
www.cbseguess.com
Other Educational Portals
www.icseguess.com | www.ignouguess.com | www.dulife.com | www.magicsense.com

[image: image1.png]