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Sample Paper – 2010

Class – X
Subject – Communicative English (101)





                                                    Time: 3Hrs









                Marks: 100

_______________________________________________________________________

This paper consists of four sections.

Section A – Reading

20 marks

Section B – Writing

30 marks

Section C – Grammar

20 marks

Section D – Literature

30 marks

Instructions:
1. Attempt all questions.

2. Do not write anything in the question paper.

3. All the answers must be correctly numbered as in the question paper and written in the answer sheet provided to you.

4. Attempt all questions in each section before going on to the next section.

5. Read each question carefully and follow the instructions.

6. Strictly adhere to the word limit given with each question.  Marks will be deducted for exceeding the word limit.

SECTION A

Reading (20 marks) 
1. Read the passage given below and answer the questions that follow.    (12 marks)
1. Last June, my elder daughter Sylvie, finished kindergarten at the school near our home in Bethlehem, USA. If my wife, Theresa, and I have our way, Sylvie will graduate from the same school. I am eyeing Sylvie’s graduation because I want this to be her only school and Bethlehem to be her hometown. Both goals -first one a school, the second a hometown - eluded me. My father was in the army, and I attended numerous schools. Our transient lifestyle offered a grand upbringing, but it came at a cost. Of all those people I befriended on the run, for instance, I’ve maintained contact with exactly one. I’m generally from everywhere and exactly from nowhere. 

2. I want Sylvie and her two year old sister Linear, to have that hometown that I missed. It would be a place they know intimately, care about, return to with a thrill. So when Theresa took a teaching post in Bethlehem, we moved from Chicago and decided to settle down here. That was almost six years ago, and the transition was rough. We did not like the paucity of movie houses, used-book stores and great restaurants. We found instead, cheap shopping malls and cornfields being transformed into faceless suburbs. It was hard to imagine blossoming in such a place. We began to seek out the good things in Bethlehem, of which, we discovered, there are many. In short order we turned up the children’s corner of the public library, a number of parks and the folk-music club that draws top performers to a venue no bigger than our living room.

3. Where we found good places, we found good people. Slowly their numbers increased. Soon we discovered we had knit together a circle of dear friends. As our friendship strengthened, so, too did an unspoken belief that we would be here for each other over the long haul. We’d watch each other’s children grow up; offer them a hand where we could, support each other through the joys and travails of parenthood.

4. There’s a yearly party, a joint sale and more potluck dinners than I can count. We’ve celebrated both of Linnea's birthdays with a bash on our front lawn. On Saturday mornings when many of us converge downtown, the shopkeepers greet me and my children by name, and hand out goodies. To the old-timers here, all this might be unremarkable. But to the vagabond like me, this acceptance is heart-warming, nourishing and ultimately sustaining. So why resist its pull? Because it’s a mistake to take for granted a good community, or to assume we’d be lucky enough to find one somewhere else. In the end, good and lasting community arises from a commitment to it. And there’s no more basic commitment than staying put.

1.1 Complete the summary given below. Use only a word to fill in the blanks.  (1×5=5)
The author decided to stay put at Bethlehem as he wanted it to be his (a)--------------- hometown. Though upset about the lack of (b) ___________________, he and his wife started to seek out the good things there. Soon a strong bond developed between them and their (c) ___________________. He resisted his (d)_______________________ to move to greener pastures. He also (e)___________________that only with commitment can a lasting community arise.

1.2 Complete the following sentences :                                                       (1×3=3)
a. The author could not refer to any place as his hometown because ___________... 
b. The author had contact with only one friend _______________  .
c. The realization that lasting community arises _______________ .

1.3 Find words which mean the same as the following .                              (1×4=4)
a. many/in large numbers (para 1)

b. change (para 2)

c. sorrows/unpleasant experiences (para 3)

d. a person who travels from place to place (para 4)

2 . Read the passage given below and answer the questions that follow : (8 marks)
1. One day, driving down a busy road in my town, I noticed a new fence, being built around a home, I’d always admired. The house, well over a hundred years old, faded white with large front porch, had once sat back from a quiet road. Then the road was widened, traffic lights went up, and the town began to look like a city. Now the house had hardly any front yard at all. Still, that yard, was always swept clean, and flowers burst forth from the hard ground. I began to notice a woman raking, sweeping, tending the flowers, cutting the grass. She even picked up the litter thrown by the countless cars that whizzed by. Each time I drove past the house, I watched the rapid progress of the picket fence. The elderly gardener added an overhead rose trellis and a gazebo. He painted it all to snow-white, and then the house to match.

2. One day I pulled off the road to stare long and hard at the fence. The carpenter had done such a magnificent job. I blinked tears away. I couldn’t bring myself to leave. I switched off the engine, walked over and touched the fence. It still smelt of fresh paint. I heard the woman trying to crank a lawn mower at the back. “Hi!” I called, waving. “Well hey”. She stood up straight and wiped her hands on her apron. “I - I came to see your fence. It’s beautiful.” She smiled. “Come sit on the front porch, and I’ll tell you about the fence.” “Sit on the rocking chair,” she said smilingly. I was suddenly overjoyed that I was on the porch drinking iced tea with the marvellous white picket fence surrounding me. 

3. “The fence isn’t for me,” the woman explained matter-of-factly. “I live alone. But since so many people come by here, I thought they’d enjoy seeing something real pretty. People look at my fence and wave. A few, like you, even stop and sit on the porch to talk.” “But didn’t you mind when this road was widened and there was so much change?” “Change is a part of life and the making of character, dear. When things happen that you don’t like, you have two choices: you get bitter or better.” When I left she called out: “Come back any time. And leave the gate open. It looks friendlier.” I carefully left the gate ajar and drove off, feeling something deep inside me. I didn’t know what to call it, but I could picture the hard brick wall around my heart crumbling. And in its place this neat little white picket fence was being built. I planned on leaving the gate open for whatever or whoever might come my way.

2.1 Complete the sentences given below.                                                    (½×3=1½)
a. The house lost all its front yard when_______________________________ . 

b. The lady of the house made the fence_______________________________ . 

c. The lady made the author feel at home by ___________________________ .

2.2. Use only a word to fill in the blanks.                                         (½×5=2½)
The lady of the house kept her (a)_____________ spick and span. She made sure that the fence looked (b)_____________ for the sake of others. This shows the (c)____________ of the lady. She realized that being better was the best way to (d)______________ with change. The meeting with the lady brought about a welcome (e) __________________ in the narrator.

2.3 Find words from the passage that mean the same as the following : (1×4=4 marks) 
a. observed/paid attention to (Para 1)
b. rubbish/garbage  (para 1)
c. splendid/excellent  (para 2)
d. partly open    (para 3)
SECTION B

Writing (30 Marks)

3. Puja / Dinesh visited Ranikhet during summer vacations and experienced oneness with nature. He / she decided to send a postcard to a friend describing the beauty and serenity of this picturesque hill station and advising her or him to plan a trip to Ranikhet in the near feature. Write the postcard in not more than 50 words.                                       (5)
4. Read the following information between Sampriti and Srabasti. As Sampriti is in a hurry to go out to attend her music class, she writes the message for her father. Write the message on Sampriti’s behalf in not more than 50 words.                                          (5)
Sampriti : Hello!
Srabasti: Hello Sampriti, what are you doing?

Sampriti: I am getting ready to attend my music class. Mom where are you and when are 
                  you coming back?

Srabasti: Today there is a workshop in our school for English teachers.
Sampriti: Oh Mom! Today we had planned to go for movie.

Srabasti: Don’t worry dear. You and dad pick me up from the school at 5:30 pm; we’ll go
                straight away to the movie hall.

Sampriti: That’s fine. We’ll be right there at 5:30 pm.

Srabasti: Tell dad to call up Mr. Rastogi and remind him that this time the meeting of the 

               Residents Welfare Association will be held in our house tomorrow at 10 am.

Sampriti: I will definitely convey the message. Now I am going out for the music class. 
                 Bye Mom.

5. You happened to overhear the following dialogue: 
	Sumesh : School is so boring now-a-days. 
Ramesh : We are treated as machines and fed on mere facts. 
Sumesh : I hope the classes were more interesting. 


Write a letter to the District Education Officer suggesting how the educational curriculum could be made more flexible and relevant to the changing economy and environment. Use ideas from the unit on 'Education' along with your ideas. Your answer should be in about 150 words.                                                                                                                 (10) 

6. Read the following clipping from The Times of India.
Teach India had put a call out to ordinary citizens to spend two hours a week for a minimum of three months to teach underprivileged children who are willing to learn. The initiative aims to help under-educated children through a variety of programmes, including basic education, support classes and even story-telling. It emphasizes easy to teach programmes in which simple topics are taught to primary school children either on a one-on-one or small group basis. This, you feel, is the perfect combination as it brings together children in need of education and people who can contribute a little time towards teaching. 
On the occasion of International Literacy Day (08 September), draft out a speech in not more 200 words taking ideas from the unit “Education” of your MCB coupled with your own to address your school assembly about this initiative and urge students to become a part of such initiatives stating reasons why they are duty bound to do so.                                                                                                       (10)
SECTION C
Grammar  30 marks

7. The following passage has not been edited and there is one error in each line. Write the incorrect word and the correction in your answer sheet against the correct blank number. Remember to underline the word that you have supplied.                                           (½×8=4)

                                                                                                                                   I            C

Children love picnics and outings of their parents              e.g                                 of … with

though they are equally happier doing things with         a)

them around the house. A parent may make                   b)

his child feels special by following some simple            c)

rituals. Bedtime stories, the game of cards or                 d)

simply talking and laugh together before going to          e)

bed some give a children a wonderful sense                    f)

of well-being. They hardly ever forgot these moments,  g)

and cherish them throughout these lives.                         h)

8. Divya, a final year college student was attacked by frequent headaches. She learnt that she was suffering from Migraine. In an urge to make people become aware of Migraine, she jotted down notes about its origin, the triggering factors and the remediation for it. Using her jottings complete the paragraph given below. Write the answers in your answer sheet against the correct blank numbers.                                                                                                           (1×5=5)

Jottings

Origin   :  One sided head pain – sufferers sensitive to sound and 

                 light – nausea experience a form of hallucination –

                 lasts 20 minutes.

Triggers: Lack of food – stress – change in sleeping patterns –

                using computer for long.

Treatment: Extract of Perennial plant – Brisk walking – jogging-

                   swimming – stems migraine – releases endorphins –

         which occur naturally in brain – have relieving properties.

Divya who experienced frequent headaches learnt that it was migraine. It is a one sided head pain during (a) -------------- light. They experience nausea (b) ------------ 20 minutes. Lack of food,  (c) ------------ trigger migraine. Migraine can be treated earlier with simple drugs. (d) --------- also serve as relievers of migraine. Extract (e) ------------ (relieving properties).

9.Given below is a letter of suggestion to the Programme Incharge, Doordarshan. Complete the letter by filling in the blanks with suitable words. Write the answers in your answer sheet against the correct blank numbers.                                                                                            (½×10=5)

Television (a) ------------ become very popular in our country. People (b) ----------- a lot of time watching a variety of programmes. (c) ---------- that make your responsibility great? The (d) ------------ that are telecast these (e) --------- lack decency. Television  (f) ------------ very effective in educating the nation. A large number of (g) ------------ shown in (h) -----------a programme, mar the interest. (i) ----------- money making be not the only aim. This generation needs good educational (j)  ------------ .    

10. Read the conversation given below and complete the passage that follows. Write the answers against the correct blank number.                                                                     (1×4=4)

Ravi :              Are you going to Singapore as part of the 

                        Exchange programme?

Sunil:              Yes, I am. Are you also going?

Ravy:               I don’t know whether my parents will allow me.

Sunil: Tell them that it is a rare chance.

Ravi asked Sunil (a) --------------- as part of the exchange programme. Sunil replied that he was and asked (b) --------------. Ravi was not sure (c) -----------------. Sunil advised him (d) ----- .

11. Look at the words and phrases below. Rearrange them to form meaningful sentences. The first one has been done as an example. Write the correct sentences in your answer sheet against the correct blank numbers.                                                                                                    (½×4=2)

only 26 / of relativity, which / Albert Einstein is / for his / when he was / best known / he first advanced / theory/

Ans: Albert Einstein is best known for his theory of relativity, which he first advanced when he was only 26 .

a) theory of relativity / influence / of a / according to / bends / light / Einstein’s / under the / massive body

b) during / prediction / the total / his / put / was / to test / of 1919 / eclipse / solar

c) one / because / a total / this / was least / to observe / was / solar eclipse / sunspots / likely

d) light was / also predicted / the deflection / of surface / by Einstein

SECTION D

Literature 30 marks

12. Read the extract given below and answer the following questions. Write the answers in your answer sheet in one or two lines. Remember to number the answers correctly.

“The eye of little a god, four cornered.

Most of the time I meditate on the opposite wall.

It is pink, with speckles. I have looked at so long

I think it is a part of my heart. But it flickers.

Face and darkness separate us over and over.”

a) Whom does ‘eye of a little God’ refer to?                                                                          (1)

b) Mention the poetic device used by the poet in the stanza.                                                  (1)

c) How has ‘the opposite wall’ become a part of the speaker?                                                (1)

0r

“May the poison purify your flesh 

of desire, and your spirit of ambition, 

they said, and they sat around

on the floor with my mother in the centre,

the peace of understanding on each face.”

a) What philosophy is being conveyed through these lines?                                                     (2)

b) Why were the villagers still sitting in the poet’s house?                                                        (1)

13. And now the STORM-BLAST came, and he

“Was tyrannous and strong:

 He struck with his o’ertaking-wings,

 And chased us south along.”

a) Why do you think the poet has used ‘he’ for storm in the above lines?  (1)                                                                                         
b) What was the effect of the storm on the ship?                                                     (1)

b) Point out the literary device used in the expression: ‘o’ertaking-wings’?           (1)
14. Is it right to say that the frog was an opportunist? How? Write your answer in 50-75 words.   (4)

                                                                                Or,

Was it right on the part of the other mariners to hang a dead Albatross around the neck of the ancient mariner? Write your answer in 50-75 words.

15. “SECOND GHOST: It is all Bob Cratchit can afford. His family doesn’t complain. To them, that meager goose is a sumptuous banquet. And more important, much more important, Ebenezer …”

   a) In spite of being poor Bob Cratchit's family was a happy family. How?                (2) 
b) Was Scrooge a happy man? Why / Why not?                                                        (2)

16. What are the conditions imposed by the conspirators before allowing Antony to speak at Caesar’s funeral? Answer in about 75 words.                                                                                           (4)

Or,

How does Charles Dickens bring out the spirit of Christmas in the play “The Christmas Carol”?

17. “The grief of separation is inescapable” When did Ali understand this? Was it too late by then?  (4)

                                                                                Or,

The grandmother does not want to go back but the narrator wants to. Do you think they both were justified? Why / Why not?

18. Imagine you are one of the scientists looking after Cutie Pie. Write a letter to your friend describing him your concern about Cutie Pie and his falling health.                                                         (8)

Or,

Write a diary entry on behalf of Babuli about the partition in the family.
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