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Class – X

Subject – English

1. Read the passage given below and answer the questions that follow: (12 marks)
The Underwater Coral City
1. Coral reefs are warm, clear, shallow ocean habitats that are rich in life. The reef’s massive structure is formed from coral polyps, tiny animals that live in colonies. When coral polyps die, they leave behind a hard, stony, branching structure made of limestone.

2. There are two types of corals, hard corals and soft corals. Hard corals (like brain coral and elkhorn coral) have hard, limestone skeletons which form the basis of coral reefs. Soft corals (like sea fingers and sea whips) do not build reefs.

3. Coral reefs develop in shallow, warm water, usually near land, and mostly in the tropics; corals prefer temperatures between 70 and 85°F (21-30°C). There are coral reefs off the eastern coast of Africa, off the southern coast of India, in the Red Sea, and off the coasts of northeast and northwest Australia and on to Polynesia. There are also coral reefs off the coast of Florida, USA, to the Caribbean, and down to Brazil.

4. The Great Barrier Reef (off the coast of NE Australia) is the largest coral reef in the World. It is over 1,257 miles (2000 km) long.

5. Many coral reefs are dying. Major threats to coral reefs are water pollution (from sewage and agricultural runoff), dredging off the coast, careless collecting of coral specimens, and sedimentation, (when silt or sand from construction or mining projects muddies the waters of a reef and kills corals, which need light to live).

6. The under water coral city is a unique and diverse collection of colourful and weirdly patterned animals. This city is planned by tiny architects who have devised an inter-related web of large and complex structures, intricate waste disposal system, even its own water conditioning plant. Most of the problems of a city are present: food supply and distribution, that of accommodation and living space, leading to large scale squatting and a shift system, a large floating population, immigration and a balancing force of criminal predators.

7. The islands are low, merely a metre or two above the sea level, yet they withstand the powerful hurricanes and waves of the Arabian Sea. It is because they are encircled a protective reef, any destruction during an attack by pounding waves is quickly repair by its microscopic engineers and architects before the next wave comes—not merely repaired but something more, constructed, so the net effect is that of growth.

8. It is algae that makes the reef a farmland with many stony pastures. It provides food to many herbivorous fish that tear various blue, green, red and brown algae from the reef. So many such fish are there in the placid waters of the lagoon that their combined crunching sound can be heard by divers and swimmers. Not only do the herbivores survive by staying in the nooks and crannies at night, but also secure living quarters for them on the crowded reef

1.2 On the basis of your reading, answer the following questions: (8 marks)
a. What are coral reefs? (1)
b. What are the two types of corals? ( 1)
c. Where do coral reefs develop? (1)

d. Which is the largest coral reef in the world? ( 1)
e. Why are many coral reefs dying? (1)
f. Which modern day city problems do we find in the reef? (1)
g. How does the coral reef withstand the strong winds and waves? (1)
h. What makes the coral reef a farmland? (1)
2.3 Find words in the text which mean the same as the following from the paragraphs indicated. (4 marks)
a. Place where a particular type of plant or animal is found (para 1) (1)
b. Structure of bones that supports the body (para 2) (1)
c. Not deep (para 3). (1)
d. Planner and designers of buildings (para 7) (1)
2. Read the passage given below and answer the questions that follow: (12 marks)
Men and their activities have affected nature in a very significant manner.

1. Melting ice and warming waters have raised average sea level worldwide by more than an inch since 1995 new data from space satellites and robotic submarines have revealed

2. That s twice as fast as the rate the oceans rose during the previous 50 years ocean experts said If the current rate continues or accelerates as they say is likely the world s seas will rise at least a foot by the end of this century causing widespread flooding and erosion of islands and low-lying coastal areas.

3. “Even a small change will matter to a whole lot of coastal people. If 15 percent of the Greenland ice sheet were to melt, much of South Florida would be underwater,” said Richard Alley, a geoscientist. The rise in the sea level was caused by a recent speed-up in the melting of glaciers and ice sheets, especially in Greenland and Antarctica, due to global warming, another serious man-made problem threatening the world with severe consequences.

4. Humans have significantly affected the flow of half of the world’s major rivers by building dams according to the first detailed global assessment of the activity s impact.

5. Another study shows that dam building among other human actions has altered the amount of sediment that rivers carry to the coast with implications for marine ecology fisheries and coastal erosion.

6. The first study led by Christer Nilsson of the Landscape Ecology Group at Umea University Sweden assessed the extent to which dams affect 292 large river systems. These rivers drain 54 percent of the world’s land area and carry 60 percent of the planet’s river-water.

7. Previous surveys had only looked at rivers in the northern hemisphere. Nilsson and colleagues added to this collection new data from Africa, Asia, Latin America and Australasia.

8. The team found that river flow has been strongly affected in four of the world’s ten largest river systems and moderately affected in the other six.

9. Fragmenting river systems and controlling their flow with dams has well-known potential impacts on the ecology of rivers. Among other effects, dams disrupt the migration of animals up- and downstream, an impact that has been linked to the extinction of species of freshwater fish.

10. While areas upstream of dams are flooded to create reservoirs, wetlands downstream can dry out and the fertility of flood plain soil can decline.

11. Geoscientists insist that the severe ecological effects of building dams need to be accounted for in global planning for sustainable river management. They note that large dams are planned or under construction in 46 large river systems, 40 of which are in developing countries which need to take precautionary steps.

12. Almost half of these new dams will be on just four rivers: China’s Chang Jiang (also known as the Jangtze River), where 49 new dams are planned, the Rio de Ia Plata in Latin America (29 new dams), the Shatt Al Arab in the Middle East (26 new dams), and the Ganges-Brahmaputra in South Asia (25 new dams).

2.1 On the basis of your reading of the passage answer the following questions:(8 marks)
a. Which two factors have caused the rise in the average sea level? (1)
b. How is this rise being monitored? (1)
c. What will happen if this is not checked? (1)
d. How is man responsible for this rise in the sea level? (1)
e. How has the construction of dams affected rivers? (1)
f. Which two negative effects of dams are mentioned in the text? (2)
g. Which of the dams being planned can affect India? (1) 
2.2 Find words in the passage which mean the same as the following from the paragraphs indicated? (4 marks)
i. To make something empty or dry by removing all the liquid from it (Para 6) (1)
ii. An investigative general study (Para 7) (1)
iii. Breaking into small pieces or parts (Para 9) (1)
iv. Connected with the relation of plants and living creatures to each other and to their environment (Para 11) (1)
Reading (20 marks) 
Q. 1. Read the passage given below and answer the questions that follow : (12 marks)
1. Last June, my elder daughter Sylvie, finished kindergarten at the school near our home in Bethlehem, USA. If my wife, Theresa, and I have our way, Sylvie will graduate from the same school. I am eyeing Sylvie’s graduation because I want this to be her only school and Bethlehem to be her hometown. Both goalsfirst one a school, the second a hometown - eluded me. My father was in the army, and I attended numerous schools. Our transient lifestyle offered a grand upbringing, but it came at a cost. Of all those people I befriended on the run, for instance, I’ve maintained contact with exactly one. I’m generally from everywhere and exactly from nowhere. 

2. I want Sylvie and her two year old sister Linnea, to have that hometown that I missed. It would be a place they know intimately, care about, return to with a thrill. So when Theresa took a teaching post in Bethlehem, we moved from Chicago and decided to settle down here. That was almost six years ago, and the transition was rough. We did not like the paucity of movie houses, usedbook stores and great restaurants. We found instead, cheap shopping malls and cornfields being transformed into faceless suburbs. It was hard to imagine blossoming in such a place. We began to seek out the good things in Bethlehem, of which, we discovered, there are many. In short order we turned up the children’s corner of the public library, a number of parks and the folkmusic club that draws top performers to a venue no bigger than our living room.

3. Where we found good places, we found good people. Slowly their numbers increased. Soon we discovered we had knit together a circle of dear friends. As our friendship strengthened, so, too did an unspoken belief that we would be here for each other over the long haul. We’d watch each other’s children grow up; offer them a hand where we could, support each other through the joys and travails of parenthood.

4. There’s a yearly party, a joint sale and more potluck dinners than I can count. We’ve celebrated both of Linnea’s birthdays with a bash on our front lawn. On Saturday mornings when many of us converge downtown, the shopkeepers greet me and my children by name, and hand out goodies. To the old-timers here, all this might be unremarkable. But to the vagabond like me, this acceptance is heart-warming, nourishing and ultimately sustaining. So why resist its pull ? Because it’s a mistake to take for granted a good community, or to assume we’d be lucky enough to find one somewhere else. In the end, good and lasting community arises from a commitment to it. And there’s no more basic commitment than staying put.

1.1 Complete the summary given below. Use only a word to fill in the blanks. (1×5=5)
The author decided to stay put at Bethlehem as he wanted it to be his (a) _____________________ hometown. Though upset about the lack of (b) ___________________, he and his wife started to seek out the good things there. Soon a strong bond developed between them and their (c)___________________. He resisted his (d)_______________________ to move to greener pastures. He also (e)___________________that only with commitment can a lasting community arise.

1.2 Complete the following sentences : (1×3=3 marks)
a. The author could not refer to any place as his hometown because _____________ . 

b. The author had contact with only one friend _______________ . 

c. The realization that lasting community arises _______________ .

1.3 Find words which mean the same as the following : (1×4=4 marks)
a. many/in large numbers (para 1)

b. change (para 2)

c. sorrows/unpleasant experiences (para 3)

d. a person who travels from place to place (para 4)

Q. 2. Read the passage given below and answer the questions that follow : (8 marks)
1. Set in the declining but still green Western Ghats in the South-West of Karnataka, Coorg is the heart of India’s coffee country. Coffee is the world’s most heavily traded commodity after crude oil. Coorg boasts a land area four times larger than Hong Kong and seven times the area of Singapore. Most of it is under tree cover because unlike tea plants, the coffee bush requires shade.

2. India is acknowledged as the producer of the finest mild coffees. With their tropical climate, high altitude, abundant rainfall and fertile soil, Coorg and the neighbouring Chickmangalur districts in Karnataka have consistently produced and exported high quality coffee for over 150 years. The coffee output of these two districts accounts for 70 percent of the total coffee produced in the country. Coorg coffee is valued for its blue colour, clean beans and fine liquoring qualities and hence is in demand in the international markets.

3. In March and April, the coffee blossom time in Coorg, when blossoms transform into berries, the bushes are cropped. The cherry-red fruit is then pulped; the seeds separated, dried and sent for curing. Coorg or Kodagu is the district which is one of the largest producers of pepper, cardamom and honey in the world. 

4. Not much is known about the early history of Coorg. Recorded history is available only from 1600 A.D. onwards when Kodava Rajas ruled over the region and established their capital at Mercara by constructing a mud-walled fort. The martial Kodavas troubled Hyder Ali and his son Tipu Sultan, who ruled the Mysore region in the 18th century, by way of sporadic rebellions. But in 1785, Tipu’s large army marched into Kodagu and devastated the kingdom. Fourteen years later, with the help of the British, who defeated Tipu Sultan following the historic siege of Srirangapatana in 1799, Coorg regained independence and under the leadership of Raja Veerarajendra rebuilt the capital. Later in 1834, the British exiled its ruler Chikkaveera Rajendra and assumed administrative charge of the district. The British left India in 1947, leaving behind a legacy of coffee plantations, colonial buildings and well-planned road networks.

2.1 Complete the following : (1×4=4 marks)
a. The tea plants are unlike coffee plants as the latter _____________ .

b. Coorg coffee is internationally acclaimed for its _____________ .

c. Coorg is famous not only for coffee but also for _____________ .

d. After crude oil, coffee is the _____________ .

2.2 Complete the table given below : (1×4=4 marks)
	Year 
	Events

	(a) _________ 
	Recorded history of Coorg available from

	1785 AD 
	(b) ____________________

	(c) ________
	Coorg regained independence

	1834 AD 
	(d) ____________________


SECTION - A
Reading (20 marks) 
Q. 1. Read the passage given below and answer the questions that follow : (12 marks)
1. One day, driving down a busy road in my town, I noticed a new fence, being built around a home, I’d always admired. The house, well over a hundred years old, faded white with large front porch, had once sat back from a quiet road. Then the road was widened, traffic lights went up, and the town began to look like a city. Now the house had hardly any front yard at all. Still, that yard, was always swept clean, and flowers burst forth from the hard ground. I began to notice a woman raking, sweeping, tending the flowers, cutting the grass. She even picked up the litter thrown by the countless cars that whizzed by. Each time I drove past the house, I watched the rapid progress of the picket fence. The elderly gardener added an overhead rose trellis and a gazebo. He painted it all to snow-white, and then the house to match.

2. One day I pulled off the road to stare long and hard at the fence. The carpenter had done such a magnificent job. I blinked tears away. I couldn’t bring myself to leave. I switched off the engine, walked over and touched the fence. It still smelt of fresh paint. I heard the woman trying to crank a lawn mower at the back. “Hi!” I called, waving. “Well hey”. She stood up straight and wiped her hands on her apron. “I - I came to see your fence. It’s beautiful.” She smiled. “Come sit on the front porch, and I’ll tell you about the fence.” “Sit on the rocking chair,” she said smilingly. I was suddenly overjoyed that I was on the porch drinking iced tea with the marvellous white picket fence surrounding me. 

3. “The fence isn’t for me,” the woman explained matter-of-factly. “I live alone. But since so many people come by here, I thought they’d enjoy seeing something real pretty. People look at my fence and wave. A few, like you, even stop and sit on the porch to talk.” “But didn’t you mind when this road was widened and there was so much change ?” “Change is a part of life and the making of character, dear. When things happen that you don’t like, you have two choices : you get bitter or better.” When I left she called out : “Come back any time. And leave the gate open. It looks friendlier.” I carefully left the gate ajar and drove off, feeling something deep inside me. I didn’t know what to call it, but I could picture the hard brick wall around my heart crumbling. And in its place this neat little white picket fence was being built. I planned on leaving the gate open for whatever or whoever might come my way.

1.1 Complete the sentences given below : (1×3=3 marks)
a. The house lost all its front yard when_______________________________ . 

b. The lady of the house made the fence_______________________________ . 

c. The lady made the author feel at home by ___________________________ .

1.2 Fill in the blanks : (1×5=5 marks)
The lady of the house kept her (a)_____________ spick and span. She made sure that the fence looked (b)_____________ for the sake of others. This shows the (c)____________ of the lady. She realised that being better was the best way to (d)______________ with change. The meeting with the lady brought about a welcome (e) __________________ in the narrator.

1.3 Find words from the passage that mean the same as the following : (1×4=4 marks) 
a. observed/paid attention to para 1

b. rubbish/garbage para 1

c. splendid/excellent para 2

d. partly open para 3
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