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Guess Paper – 2010
Class – XII
Subject – English Core
Time allowed: 3 hours

                                       Maximum marks:100

                                           Section A: Reading                          Max. Marks : 20

Read the passage given below and then answer the questions which follow:                                         (12 marks)
1 In spite of all the honours that we heaped upon him, Pasteur, as has been said,

remained simple at heart. Perhaps the imagery of his boyhood days, when he drew

the familiar scenes of his birthplace, and the longing to be a great artist, never

wholly left him. In truth he did become a great artist, though after his sixteenth

year he abandoned the brush for ever. Like every artist of worth, he put his whole

soul and energy into his work, and it was this very energy that in the end wore

him out. For to him, each sufferer was something more than just a case that was

to be cured. He looked upon the fight against hydrophobia as a battle, and he was

absorbed in his determination to win. The sight of injured children, particularly,

moved him to an indescribable extent. He suffered with his patients, and yet he

would not deny himself a share in that suffering. His greatest grief was when

sheer physical exhaustion made him give up his active work. He retired to the

estate at Villeneuve Etang, where he had his kennels for the study of rabies, and

there he passed his last summer, as his great biographer, Vallery Radot, has said,

“practicing the Gospel virtues.”

2 “He revered the faith of his fathers, “says the same writer, “and wished without

ostentation or mystery to receive its aid during his last period.”

3 The attitude of this man to the science he had done so much to perfect can be best

summed up in a sentence that he is reputed once to have uttered, concerning the

materialism of many of his contemporaries in similar branches of learning to his

own: “The more I contemplate the mysteries of Nature, the more my faith

becomes like that of a peasant.”

4 But even then in retirement he loved to see his former pupils, and it was then he

would reiterate his life principles: “Work, “ he would say, “never cease to work.”

So well had he kept this precept that he began rapidly to sink from exhaustion.

5 Finally on September 27, 1895, when someone leant over his bed to offer him a

cup of milk, he said sadly: “I cannot, “ and with a look of perfect resignation and

peace, seemed to fall asleep. He never again opened his eyes to the cares and

sufferings of a world, which he had done so much to relieve and to conquer. He

was within three months of his seventy-third birthday.

6 Thus passed, as simply as a child, the man whom the French people were to vote

at a plebiscite as the greatest man that France had ever produced. Napoleon, who

has always been considered the idol of France, was placed fifth.

7 No greater tribute could have been paid to Louis Pasteur, the tanner’s son, the

scientist, the man of peace, the patient worker for humanity.

1.1 Answer the following questions:

a. Even accolades and honours did not change the simple man that

    Pasteur was. Why?                                                                             2 marks

b. How did Pasteur view those who suffered from diseases?                 1 mark

c. How did Pasteur engage himself in the estate?                                  2 marks

d. What advice did he always give to his pupils?                                    2 marks

e. How did France, the country of his birth, honour this great scientist? 2 marks

1.2 Find the words from the passage which mean the same as:     3 marks

a. To give up (para 1)

b. People belonging to the same period (para 3)

c. Vote by the people of the country to decide a matter of national importance (para 6)

Q 2. Read the following passage carefully and answer the questions that follow:

How you can best improve your English depends on where you live and particularly on whether or not you live in an English speaking community. If you hear English spoken every day and mix freely with English speaking people, that is on the whole an advantage. On the other hand, it is often confusing to have the whole language, poured over you at once. Ideally, a step-by-step course should accompany or lead up to this experience. It will also help a great deal if you can easily get the sort of english books in which you are interested

To read a lot is essential. It is stupid not to venture outside the examination `set books’ or the text books you have chosen for intensive study. Read as many books’ in English as you can, not as a duty but for pleasure. Do not choose the most difficult books you find, with the idea of listing and learning as many new words as possible; choose what is likely to interest you and be sure in advance that it is not too hard. You should not have to be constantly looking up new words in the dictionary, for that deadens interest and checks real learning. Look up a word here and there, but as a general policy try to push ahead, guessing what words mean from the context. It is extensive and not intensive reading that normally helps you to get interested in extra-reading and thereby improve your English. You should enjoy the feeling which extensive reading gives of having some command of the language. As you read you will become more and more familiar with words and sentence patterns you already know, understanding them better and better as you meet them in more and more contexts, some of which may differ only slightly from others.

Some people say that we cannot learn to speak a language better with the help of a book. To believe this is to believe that the spoken language and the written language are quite different things. This is not so. There is a very great deal in common between the two . In learning the patterns and vocabulary of the written form we are learning to a 

considerable extent those of the spoken form too. We are, in fact, learning the language and not merely one form of the language.

Q a) On the basis of your reading of the above passage make notes on it, using headings and sub-headings. Use recognizable abbreviations (wherever necessary-minimum 4) and a format you consider suitable. Also supply an appropriate title to it.

                                                                                                                          ( 5 marks)
Q b) Write a summary of the above passage.                                                  (3 marks)
                                               Section - B                                                      ( 35 marks)
Q3. you are the general manager of Primrose Software solutions , Banglore. You need      faculty members for your centre with knowledge e- commerce. Draft an advertisement to be published in” The Times of India” under the ‘classified columns.’

OR

Suman/Suresh has cleared the Pre-Medical Pre-Dental entrance examination. The

family is elated at the achievement and they decide to have a get-together for all

friends. Draft an informal invitation for the get-together.

Q4.You Sandeep/Kajol working for the “The Times of India”as a reporter.Yesterday you were invited to attend a press conference called by chief minister of Delhi on unprecedented “price rise of vegetables and pulses” write a report for the paper in not more than 125 words covering what the chief minister said to tackle this issue against the background of the forthcoming assembly elections.

Q5. Some colleges conduct entrance test for admission to under-graduate courses like

English (Hons.) and Journalism (Hons.). Do you think that the entrance test is the

right method of selecting students? Write an article in about 150-200 words. You

are Rohan/Rachita, a student of class XII at A.P. International School , Delhi.
     OR

Computer games and video games have become popular with children today. As

 a result outdoor games seem to have no place in their life anymore. You are

 Satya/Surekha. You had the opportunity of playing Hide-n-Seek when you visited

your cousins in a small town. You decide to write an article on your experiences

about the joys of playing outdoor games for the school magazine. Write the article

in 150-200 words.

Q6.Write an application for the post of an Accountant to the General Sales Manager, Champion Photo Chemistry Ltd, Indra Prakash Building New Delhi .You have seen the advertisement in the Hindustan Times. You are Sonu/Simi  living at GK Villa, KG Marg, New Delhi.
. 
                                         SECTION – C                                  Maximum Marks:45
7.a) Standing a few yards away,

    I looked again at her, wan, pale

    as a late winter’s moon and felt that

    old familiar ache, my childhood’s fear,

    But all I said was, see you soon, Amma,

    all I did was smile and smile and smile......

i. Why do you think the poet does not share her thoughts with her mother

ii. Explain : “see you soon, Amma,”

iii. Explain : wan, pale as a late winter’s moon.
iv. What familiar ache does the poet feel.
                              OR
A thing of beauty is a joy forever

Its loveliness increases, it will never

Pass into nothingness; but will keep

A bower quiet for us,

i. What kind of joy does a beautiful thing provide?

ii. Explain : “Its loveliness increases.”
iii. What does the poet mean by saying it will never pass into nothingness. .

iv. What is kept in bower for us.

Q.7.b) Answer any three of the following questions in about 30-40 words.( 2x3= 6     marks)

1) What is the ‘childish longing’ that the poet refers to? Why is it ‘vain’?

2) What is suggested by the image ‘massive weight of Uncle’s wedding band’?

3) What do you think is the colour of ‘sour cream’? Why do you think the poet has used this expression to describe the classroom walls?

4) What symbol from Nature does the poet invoke to say that there can be life under apparent stillness?

Q.8. Answer any five of the following questions in about 30-40 words.                               
                                                                                                                 (2x5= 10 marks)
a) What is ‘the fiery misery’ of those subjected to make up?



b) Why had the villagers occupied the back benches of the class that day.

c) What forces conspire to keep the workers in the bangle industry of Firozabad in poverty.

d) Do you think Umberto Eco likes to be interviewed. Give reasons for your opinion.

e) The extract ‘Going Places’ is about adolescent fantasizing. Who are the adolescents and what are their dreams?

f) What did Gandhiji do for the social, economic and spiritual upliftment of the masses of India.

g) Why was Sophie jealous of her brother’s silence

Q.9. Answer any one of the following in about 125-150 words. (10 marks)

What is the reason for the huge success of the novel: ‘The Name of The Rose’?

                                                  OR

Write a note on the visit of Frank Buchman’s Moral Rearmament Army. What was its impact on Tamil Cinema?

Q.10. Answer any one of the following in about 125-150 words.( 7 marks)
        “The modern consumerist world is full of fear, insecurities, stress and wars.” What

         are the ways in which we try to combat them? Answer with reference to ‘The Third

         Level.’

                             OR

         Will Derry get back to his old seclusion or will Mr Lamb’s brief association effect  a                        
         change in the kind of life he will lead in the future.

Q.11. Answer any four of  the following briefly (30-40 words)   2x4= 8 marks

1. Mention any two reasons because of which it would take thirty minutes to

an hour for Bama to reach home?

2. In a short span of 12 thousand years man has managed to create a ruckus

           on this earth. How? 
3. What were the precautions taken for the smooth conduct of the examination?

4. How does Jo want the story to end and why?

5. A photocopied sheet had been carefully and cleverly superimposed over the last page of question paper .what was its real purpose.
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