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Sample Paper – 2011
Class – X
 Subject – English
   Q  1. Read the following passage carefully and answer the questions that follow:   8 Marks

Sri Lanka wants to reintroduce English as a medium of study for senior students to make them more presentable for employment, but a shortage of qualified lecturers has forced them to first teach teachers the language. "We can't find lecturers to teach in English, so it will take us some time to introduce it as a medium of study." said Prof. Lakshman  Jayatilake of the National Education Commission, which advises the government on Education policy.

He said English was introduced this year for science medium advanced level students in 25 per cent of the country's schools, which was possible because there were sufficiently qualified teachers who studied the language for their degrees. The problem is with the Arts teachers because they have done their entire education in Sinhalese or Tamil and so they have to teach English themselves, Jayatilake said.

In the late 1950s, Prime Minister Solomon Bandaranaike changed the medium of study to the mother tongue as part of his 'Sinhala only' policy. Ironically, nearly half a century later his daughter President Chandrika Kumaratunga has realised the folly in the system and brought about a change in education policy. A poor English standard amongst Sri Lankan graduates is a major reason for their unemployment and the country's private sector has for long demanded the reintroduction of English.

Questions:

(a) What does Sri Lanka want for senior students?
2

(b) What did the Prime Minister Solomon Bandaranaike do in the late 1950s?
2

(c) What did Chandrika Kumaratunga realise?
2

(d) What is the major reason for unemployment amongst Sri Lankan graduates?
2

Q 2 .Look at the words and phrases given below.  Rearrange them to form meaningful sentences. The first one has been done as an example.  

(3x1=3)


Example:



a/virtue/is/god-gifted/selflessness


Selflessness is a god-gifted virtue.


(a)
puts/man/his/a/aside/selfless/self


(b)
thinks/others/for/he/others/and/for/works

(c)
seeks/he/his/of others/happiness/in the happiness

Q 3. In the passage given below, one word has been omitted in each line.  Write the missing word along with the word that comes before and the word that comes after it in your answer sheet.  Ensure that the word that forms your answer is underlined as shown.                       (1\2 x8=4)                                                                                                                                                                                                                            
Example

It is a matter common experience

e.g.
matter of common


that new born babies cry lot during

(a)


the first month.  But as the baby 

(b)


starts growing there is a marked

(c)


decline in this practice.  And the time

(d)


he is two years old habit is almost gone
(e)


In fact crying the baby’s first sound

(f)


Message.  Most mothers are to distinguish
(g)


Between cries indicating hunger, anger pain
(h)

Q 3. . Read the given extract carefully and answer the questions that follow:

"Not from weeping nor from grieving will anyone obtain piece of mind; on the contrary, his pain will be the greater and his body will suffer. He will make himself sick and pale, yet the dead are not saved by his lamentation. He who seeks peace should draw out the arrow of lamentation, and complaint and grief. He who has drawn out the arrow and has become composed will obtain peace of mind; he who has overcome all sorrow will become free from sorrow, and be blessed"

1. How can the peace of mind not be obtained?

2 What will happen if a man grieves and weeps?

3 Who can get peace of mind?

4 What suggestion has been given to obtain peace of mind?

5 Find a phrase from the passage which means "as against"

Q 5 Read the stanza and answer the following questions.

I sit inside, doors open to the verandah writing long letters

I sit inside, doors open to the verandah writing long letters

In which I scarcely mention the departure of the forest form the house.

The night is fresh, the whole moon shines in a sky still open.

a) Who is ‘I’ in the passage?
1

b) What is the poet doing at the moment?
1

c) What is that she is not mentioning in her long letters?
1

d) How is the night?                 1 
Q6. Why do you think Bholi is called Sulekha again in the last paragraph of the story?  6



                                                                    Or

. 'Failure is a step towards success". How did a failure in the first competition help Ebright in becoming a successful scientist?
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