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Sample Paper – 2011
Class – XII
 Subject – Functional English

SECTION A – READING


1. Read the passage given below and answer the questions that follow :

1. People traveling long distances frequently have to decide whether they would prefer to go by land, sea or air. Hardly anyone can positively enjoy sitting a train for more than a few hours. Train compartments soon get cramped and stuffy. It is almost impossible to take you mind off the journey. Reading is only a partial solution, for the monotonous rhythm of the wheels clicking on the rails soon lulls you to sleep. During the day, sleep comes in snatches. At night when you really wish to go to sleep, you rarely manage to do so. If you are you are lucky enough to get a couchette, you spend half the night staring at the small blue light in the ceiling, or fumbling to find your passport when you cross a frontier. Inevitably, you arrive at your destination almost exhausted. 

2. Long car journey is even less pleasant, for it is quite impossible even to read. On motorways you can at least travel fairly safely at high speed, but more often than not, the greater part of the journey is spent on narrow, bumpy roads which are crowded with traffic. By comparison, trips by sea offer a great variety of civilized comforts. You can stretch your legs on the specious decks, play games, swim, meet interesting people and enjoy good food – always assuming, of course, that the sea is calm. If it is not, and you are likely to get seasick, no form of transport could be worse. Even if you travel in ideal weather, sea-journey takes a long time. Relatively few people are prepared to sacrifice up to a third of their holidays for the pleasure of traveling on a ship.

3. Aeroplanes have the reputation of being dangerous and even hardened travelers are intimidated by them. They also have the grave disadvantage of being the most expensive form of transport. But nothing can match them for speed and comfort. Traveling at a height of 30,000 feet, far above the clouds, and at over 500 miles an hour is an exhilarating experience. You do not have to devise ways of taking your mind off the journey for an aeroplane gets you to your destination rapidly. For a few hours, you settle back in a deep armchair to enjoy the flight. The real escapist can watch a free film show and sip a hot or cold drink on some services. But even when such refreshments are not available, there is plenty to keep you occupied. An aeroplane offers you an unusual breath taking view of the world. You soar effortlessly over high mountains and deep valleys. You really see the shape of the land. If the landscape is hidden from view, you can enjoy the extraordinary sight of unbroken clouds, plains that stretch out for miles before you, while the sun shines brilliantly in a clear sky. The journey is so smooth that there is nothing to prevent you from reading or sleeping. However, you decide to spend your time, one thing ids certain: you will arrive at your destination fresh and uncrumpled. You will not have to spend the next few days recovering from a long and arduous journey.

(i) Why is difficult to enjoy a long distance journey? Give two reasons.



2

(ii) What are the two advantages of travelling by sea?





2

(iii) What are the two disadvantages of travelling by air?





2
(iv) What are the pleasures of airflight, according to the writer?




2

(v) Why does the writer dislike long car journeys?






1
(vi)       Find words in the above passage which convey a similar meaning as the following :

3x1
(a)   badly tired     (para 1)



(b)  give up
     (para 2)



(c)  tiring
     (para 3)

2.  Read the following passage carefully and answer the questions that follow:

It has been said that everyone lives by selling something. In the light of this statement, teachers live by selling knowledge, philosophers by selling wisdom and priests by selling spiritual comfort. Though it may be possible to measure the value of material goods in terms of money, it is extremely difficult to estimate the true value of the services which people perform for us. There are times when we would willingly give everything we possess to save our lives, yet we might grudge paying a surgeon a high fee for offering us precisely this service. The conditions of society are such that skills have to be paid for in the same way that goods are paid for at a shop. Everyone has something to sell.

Tramps seem to be the only exception to this general rule. Beggars almost sell themselves as human beings to arouse the pity of passersby. But real tramps are not beggars. They have nothing to sell and require nothing from others. In seeking independence, they do not sacrifice their human dignity. A tramp may ask you for money but he will never ask you to feel sorry for him. He has deliberately chosen to lead the life he leads and is fully aware of the consequences. He may never be sure where the next meal is coming from, but he is free from the thousands of anxieties which afflict other people. His few material possessions make it possible for him to move from place to place with ease. By having to sleep in the open, he gets far closer to the world of nature than most of us ever do. He may hunt, beg or steal occasionally to keep himself alive; he may even, in times of real need, do a little work, but he will never sacrifice his freedom. We often speak with contempt for tramps and put them in the same class as beggars, but how many of us can honestly say that we have not felt a little envious of their simple way of life and their freedom from care? 

(a) On the basis of your reading of the above passage make notes on it using headings and subheadings. Use recognizable abbreviations wherever necessary. Give a suitable title to the passage. 
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(b) Write a summary of the above passage in about 80 words.



3

SECTION B – WRITING

3. You are the secretary of the English Literary Association of Midtown Public School, Patna. Write a notice to be pasted on your school notice-board, inviting names of those who would like to participate in the proposed Inter-house debate, oratorical and elocution contest to be held in the school next month.

OR
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You want to sell your motor bike. Draft an advertisement to be published in a local daily, giving all the relevant details.

  4. Write a letter to the Mayor, Mumbai Municipal Corporation, requesting him to provide your colony with proper drinking water facilities. You are Manish/Manisha of 35-A, Kandiwali (West), Mumbai.                  






OR
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You are Srinivasan of Thiruvanathapuram. Write a letter to the editor of a national daily expressing your concern over the rapidly rises prices of essential commodities. 

5.You have been asked to deliver a speech in the morning assembly of your school on the increasing rate of crime among the youth. Write the speech in about 150-200 words.








OR  






10                                                                                   Write an article for your school magazine in not more than 200 words on Value Education – Need of the Hour.

SECTION C – GRAMMAR 

6. Rearrange the following sentences sequentially to make complete sense :



  5

(a) after the eggs have been added mix the flour at low speed until the batter is smooth.

(b) Next beat together butter and brown sugar for 3-5 minutes.

(c) First sift together flour, baking soda, spices and salt into a bowl.

(d) When the mixture is fluffy add the eggs one at a time.

(e) Finally bake in an oven and cool.

7. Mayank appeared for an interview for the post of a PGT English in a school. He was interviewed by the principal. Write out five sets of dialogues exchanged between them. The first one has been done as an       5 example :

Example :

Mayank    : Good morning, sir, I am Mr. Mayank Dhyani.

Principal  :  Good morning, Mr. Mayank. Will you please, let me know why you are interested in joining                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          

                    this school?

8. The following passage has ten errors. Identify the error in each line and write it along with the correction as shown in the example :  
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Incorrect

Correct

Despite all the activities Halley still find




find


found

(a) time to observing and measure a       




…………

…………

(b) number of comets. He used Newton                                  

…………

…………

(c) Law of Universal Gravitation to work out an



…………

…………

(d) actual path of a comet in space. At 




…………

…………

(e) first he assumed that comet only passed




…………

…………

(f) by the sun once in their life. However




…………

…………

(g) there was one comet which does not fit into



…………

…………

(h) this pattern. It seemed to behave for a planet.



…………

…………

(i) In other words, it seems to be going




…………

…………

(j) around the sun as a regular way.





…………

…………

9. The M.P. of your area is going to visit your school. As the editor of your school magazine you have been asked to interview him. Prepare a set of ten questions that you would like to ask him.


   5
SECTION D – LITERATURE

10. Read the following extract and answer the questions that follow :

 
“No doubt they’ll soon get well; the shock and strain

Have caused their stammering, disconnected talk.


Of course they’re ‘longing to go out again,’-


These boys with old scared faces, learning to walk.”

(a) Name the poem and the poet.









    1

(b) Who are the ‘boys’ referred to in the last line ?







    2
(c) Who or what is responsible for their stammering and disconnected talk? what are they suffering from?   2  

(d) Who is the speaker of these lines?








    1

(e) Where are they ‘longing to go back again’ ?







    1








OR


Of all the girls that are so smart


There’s none like pretty Sally;


She is the darling of my heart,


And she lives in our alley.

(a) Name the poem and the poet.









    1
(b) ‘My’ refers to whom? What the relationship between the two?





    2
(c) What is different about Sally? Give two points.







    2
(d) Why does the narrator call her his darling? Where does she live?




    2

11. Answer any two of the following in about 50 words each :




            2x4

(a) What are the qualities of a good poem?

(b) In the poem ‘Sympathy’ how does the poet bring out the agony of the caged bird? 

(c) How does the poet feel when he sees his mother pick a grain of rice from the kitchen floor ?


12. Answer any one of the following questions in not more than 80-100 words :

What is the importance of the Epilogue in the play ‘The Adventure Story’? What light does it throw on Alexander’s character?







OR







    5

‘The Monkey’s Paw’ is a macabre story and brings out the element of supernaturalism and uncanny coincidence. Comment. 


13. Answer any two of the following questions in about 50 words each : 


            2x4 (i)  In the story ‘What’s Your Dream?’ what was responsible for the beggar’s poverty striken state?

(ii) Do you agree with the statement ‘Asoka blunted the weapon of autocratic force for the kings to come’                    (iii) According to Einstein what should true education aim at ?

14. Answer any one of the following questions in about 100-125 words :
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Bring out the irony in the story ‘A Room 10’x 8’.







OR

Potapov was in the mental state of depression and desperate loneliness. How did he get out of it and to what effect ? 
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