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Guess Paper - 2011

Class- XII

Subject - Functional English

SECTION A - READING

1. Read the passage given below and answer the questions that follow :

1. The word ‘depressed in common usage means sad, frustrated, fed up, bored and pessimistic. The mood of a depressed person is much lower at his or her best moments than the mood of the normal person at his or her worst. Depression is a state of mind. It is specifically a mental disorder characterized by a lowering of the individual’s vitality, his mood, desires, hopes, aspirations and of his self-esteem. 
2. Depression arising out of the environmental factors is called reactive depression whereas depression arising out of some biochemical changes in the brain is called endogenous depression. If depression is mild or moderate and if the individual is in touch with his surroundings, it is known as neurotic depression. If the individual is severely disturbed and is not able to comprehend what is happening around, such a state is called psychotic depression.

3. Old age is one of the stages of human development, where a person attains wisdom, maturity, social and economic stability with social recognition and emotional fulfillment. Generally, societies show a great respect and consideration for the aged. In ancient times old people were considered as the guiding stars in the Indian families, since they were symbols of traditions, respect, wisdom and experience. In primitive, ancient and medieval cultures, old persons had a recognized role. They were of great value because they could impart knowledge and skill to youngsters. The old people were considered as repositories of wisdom and traditions and were not perceived as problems. 

4. At present, social structures and values are undergoing transformation from traditional to modern. There is a rapid stride in urbanization and industrialization leading to breaking up of joint families and property. This has ultimately weakened the traditional families, social position and status of the aged in the family. From time to time changes in the institutions of marriage and family have diminished the control of parents over their children. It has increased the freedom of children and they view the aged as a useless, and non-productive entity. Modernization has eventually led to the degradation of their status and authority. Consequently the integrity of the family and the existence of the elderly as an integral part of the family are being uprooted. The importance of their functional positions thus declines and consequently their authority and much of the respect and prestige that they enjoyed earlier get faded. These changes generally bring depression in older people.

5. As old age advances, events at home may also contribute more to their problems. The ‘empty nest’ feeling arising as a result of the grown-up children leaving the home, daughters departing as a  result of wedlock and sons leaving station in pursuit of higher education or jobs may make the aged more lonely. The loneliness also arises because of premature loss of spouse. This would deprive the person of a long standing emotional bond that had provided plenty of emotional succour and security. The loss wherever it might occur in the later years, leaves the individual terribly lonely and at the mercy of the sons and daughters-in-law. Added to these the increasing gap and interactional stress and strain in the family may leave the elderly without peace of mind. The elderly, as a result of these developments, feel marginalized, alienated and left out of the mainstream. The foregoing are the common problems faced by most of the elderly. These either directly or indirectly lead to a state of depression and make ageing for many an unwanted and unpleasant event to be abhorred.

6. usually, the mild depression which is caused due to environmental factors is temporary. The person reconciles within a short time and tries to forget the loss. Kind words and timely support of friends, relatives and family members help one recover from depression.

(a)  (i) What does ‘depressed’ mean in common usage ?






2
      (ii) What is reactive depression? 









1
      (iii) What was the status of old people in ancient India?






2
      (iv) What are the causes of disintegration of joint family system ?




2
      (v) How does one recover from mild depression ?






2

(b) Pick out words from the passage that mean the same as the following:



    3x1=3
      (i) decreased (para 4)

      (ii) to feel that they do not belong to a group (para 5)

      (iii) a husband or a wife  (para 5)

2.  Read the following passage carefully and answer the questions that follow:

It has been said that everyone lives by selling something. In the light of this statement, teachers live by selling knowledge, philosophers by selling wisdom and priests by selling spiritual comfort. Though it may be possible to measure the value of material goods in terms of money, it is extremely difficult to estimate the true value of the services which people perform for us. There are times when we would willingly give everything we possess to save our lives, yet we might grudge paying a surgeon a high fee for offering us precisely this service. The conditions of society are such that skills have to be paid for in the same way that goods are paid for at a shop. Everyone has something to sell.

Tramps seem to be the only exception to this general rule. Beggars almost sell themselves as human beings to arouse the pity of passersby. But real tramps are not beggars. They have nothing to sell and require nothing from others. In seeking independence, they do not sacrifice their human dignity. A tramp may ask you for money but he will never ask you to feel sorry for him. He has deliberately chosen to lead the life he leads and is fully aware of the consequences. He may never be sure where the next meal is coming from, but he is free from the thousands of anxieties which afflict other people. His few material possessions make it possible for him to move from place to place with ease. By having to sleep in the open, he gets far closer to the world of nature than most of us ever do. He may hunt, beg or steal occasionally to keep himself alive; he may even, in times of real need, do a little work, but he will never sacrifice his freedom. We often speak with contempt for tramps and put them in the same class as beggars, but how many of us can honestly say that we have not felt a little envious of their simple way of life and their freedom from care? 

(a) On the basis of your reading of the above passage make notes on it using headings and subheadings. Use recognizable abbreviations wherever necessary. Give a suitable title to the passage. 
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(b) Write a summary of the above passage in about 80 words.



3

SECTION B – WRITING

3. You are the secretary of the English Literary Association of Midtown Public School, Patna. Write a notice to be pasted on your school notice-board, inviting names of those who would like to participate in the proposed Inter-house debate, oratorical and elocution contest to be held in the school next month.

OR
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  Do not exceed 50 words.

4. Write a letter to the Mayor, Mumbai Municipal Corporation, requesting him to provide your colony with proper drinking water facilities. You are Manish/Manisha of 35-A, Kandiwali (West), Mumbai.                  






OR






10

You are Srinivasan of Thiruvanathapuram. Write a letter to the editor of a national daily expressing your concern over the rapidly rises prices of essential commodities. 

5.You have been asked to deliver a speech in the morning assembly of your school on the increasing rate of crime among the youth. Write the speech in about 150-200 words.








OR  






10                                                                                   Write an article for your school magazine in not more than 200 words on Value Education – Need of the Hour.

SECTION C – GRAMMAR 

6. Rearrange the following sentences sequentially to make complete sense :



  5

(a) after the eggs have been added mix the flour at low speed until the batter is smooth.

(b) Next beat together butter and brown sugar for 3-5 minutes.

(c) First sift together flour, baking soda, spices and salt into a bowl.

(d) When the mixture is fluffy add the eggs one at a time.

(e) Finally bake in an oven and cool.

7. Mayank appeared for an interview for the post of a PGT English in a school. He was interviewed by the principal. Write out five sets of dialogues exchanged between them. The first one has been done as an       5 example :

Example :

Mayank    : Good morning, sir, I am Mr. Mayank Dhyani.

Principal  :  Good morning, Mr. Mayank. Will you please, let me know why you are interested in joining                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          

                    this school?

8. The following passage has ten errors. Identify the error in each line and write it along with the correction as shown in the example :  
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Incorrect

Correct

Despite all the activities Halley still find




find


found

(a) time to observing and measure a       




…………

…………

(b) number of comets. He used Newton                                  

…………

…………

(c) Law of Universal Gravitation to work out an



…………

…………

(d) actual path of a comet in space. At 




…………

…………

(e) first he assumed that comet only passed




…………

…………

(f) by the sun once in their life. However




…………

…………

(g) there was one comet which does not fit into



…………

…………

(h) this pattern. It seemed to behave for a planet.



…………

…………

(i) In other words, it seems to be going




…………

…………

(j) around the sun as a regular way.





…………

…………

9. The M.P. of your area is going to visit your school. As the editor of your school magazine you have been asked to interview him. Prepare a set of ten questions that you would like to ask him.


   5
SECTION D – LITERATURE

10. Read the following extract and answer the questions that follow :

 
“No doubt they’ll soon get well; the shock and strain

Have caused their stammering, disconnected talk.


Of course they’re ‘longing to go out again,’-


These boys with old scared faces, learning to walk.”

(a) Name the poem and the poet.









    1

(b) Who are the ‘boys’ referred to in the last line ?







    2
(c) Who or what is responsible for their stammering and disconnected talk? what are they suffering from?   2  

(d) Who is the speaker of these lines?








    1

(e) Where are they ‘longing to go back again’ ?







    1








OR


Of all the girls that are so smart


There’s none like pretty Sally;


She is the darling of my heart,


And she lives in our alley.

(a) Name the poem and the poet.









    1
(b) ‘My’ refers to whom? What the relationship between the two?





    2
(c) What is different about Sally? Give two points.







    2
(d) Why does the narrator call her his darling? Where does she live?




    2

11. Answer any two of the following in about 50 words each :




            2x4

(a) What are the qualities of a good poem?

(b) In the poem ‘Sympathy’ how does the poet bring out the agony of the caged bird? 

(c) How does the poet feel when he sees his mother pick a grain of rice from the kitchen floor ?


12. Answer any one of the following questions in not more than 80-100 words :

What is the importance of the Epilogue in the play ‘The Adventure Story’? What light does it throw on Alexander’s character?







OR







    5

‘The Monkey’s Paw’ is a macabre story and brings out the element of supernaturalism and uncanny coincidence. Comment. 


13. Answer any two of the following questions in about 50 words each : 


            2x4 (i)  In the story ‘What’s Your Dream?’ what was responsible for the beggar’s poverty striken state?

(ii) Do you agree with the statement ‘Asoka blunted the weapon of autocratic force for the kings to come’                    (iii) According to Einstein what should true education aim at ?

14. Answer any one of the following questions in about 100-125 words :
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Bring out the irony in the story ‘A Story 10’x 8’.







OR

Potapov was in the mental state of depression and desperate loneliness. How did he get out of it and to what effect ? 
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