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General Instructions: 

1.This paper is divided into three section: A,B & C. All sections are compulsory.

2. Separate instructions are given with each section and question, wherever necessary. Read these instructions very carefully and follow them faithfully.

3. Do not exceed the prescribed word limit while answering the questions.,

1. Read the passage carefully.

1.Read the following passage carefully and answer the questions that follow.
The great spiritual master, Sri Aurobindo has interpreted egalitarianism to mean dharma. Says he: "Both rights and duties are European ideas. Dharma is the Indian concept in which rights and duties regain their deep and eternal unity. Dharma is the basis of democracy." 

2.Perhaps it is the loss of this sense of dharma that has rendered values in public life redundant. Nothing is sacred anymore. We have polluted our land, air and sea, and we did not stop at that. The external pollution seems to be spreading inwards. We have lost respect for life, and somewhere, for ourselves too. In the noisy global marketplace, our conscience is up for grabs, stacked in neat rows somewhere between the aisles stocking genetically modified food and cloned Hollywood stars.

3.Priya Tendulkar believes corruption has only increased with economic privatization that has engendered a materialistic lifestyle: "You have so many satellite channels bombarding millions of Indian households with pictures of goodies they cannot buy. Today, the reality is that there is mass unemployment and voluntary retirement schemes. The Americans are sending our professionals back. It is a situation eminently conducive to 4.corruption. Moreover, the speed with which we are distancing ourselves from our culture and values makes us more vulnerable to these temptations."

5.One finds individual attitudes becoming increasingly opportunistic. D.R. Karthikeyan, former director of the CBI and director-general of the National Human Rights Commission, who is now actively engaged in spreading awareness of spiritual values, says: "Because of the erosion of religious and moral values, somehow corruption has become acceptable. Let's face it, there are no role models any more in public life. The fear of God is gone, and so is the fear of law. Few are caught and fewer convicted-of every 100 corruption related crimes, only about six are finally convicted. All this has made corruption a 'high-profit low-risk business'".

6.Even in these bleak times, there are some who have refused to take the easy way out. Priya Tendulkar did it by resisting pressure to pay 'speed money'. Recounting her experience, she says: "Some years ago, I was producing a serial for Doordarshan, the Indian national television chanell. Regulations required separate approval for each episode. This was post-Rajni, so people knew me. I would go to the director at Mandi House (Doordarshan headquarters in Delhi, India) and collect my approvals. Some officials who actually signed the documents tried to delay my work. They were unhappy that they could not extract anything from me for their labor. So they tried every trick to make me shell out. I remained firm on my resolve not to bribe. Then they sent a middleman to me who volunteered to solve my problems. I complained to the director who instructed that the man not be entertained any more. This middleman then took to making threatening calls from public phones in my locality, hurling the choicest of abuses.
7."So you see, it is possible. We can contribute our bit by not being cowed down by the mean ways of small men." He sums up his life in one sentence: "Today one does not have to be a revolutionary to create a storm. Being honest is enough." 
8.What makes these people virtually incorruptible? What gives them the conviction that we lack to swim against the tide? On being asked about what motivated him to set up Common Cause, H.D. Shourie says: "It had to be done and I did it. It is as simple as that."There are others like Aresh Shirali for whom a corrupt choice is never the option: "I don't even consider the possibility. If ever confronted with a proposition of unethical gains—and being an editor one does come across these—something akin to a 'moral reflex' comes into play. I also know that sticking with my morals has some constraints, for example, that I may never be very rich. But that is fine by me. I believe in the MAD logic, which stands for a Mutually Assured Destiny that we are all a part of. Everyone is connected with everyone else. Being corrupt and self-serving can only be termed as a shortsighted and irrational act." 
9.Hear 'corruption' and we either become extremely moral, lambasting all those who indulge in it, or we are resigned to it being a part of life. Just this once, let’s make  an effort to actually care, and more than that, to explore the avenues of action available to us. 
10.Transparency International is a global organization that seeks to empower civil society to participate in efforts to fight corruption. Here are some ways advocated (and implemented) by this nonprofit organization with which we can make a difference: 
11.Many of us may feel inhibited discussing corruption issues. To overcome this, we can generate a debate within our community, whether at home or at work, regarding the corrupt practices we come in contact with. 12.Ask yourself and your friends why things seem to be going wrong, and how they might be corrected. Have brainstorming sessions to come up with ideas as to how systems can be made more transparent and accountable. Write letters to newspapers, but try to suggest improvements, not just complain about the way things are at present. It is small steps like these that snowball into movements that change society.

1. On the basis of your comprehension of the above passage answer the following questions.

a. What according to Arbindo is the basis of democracy? How does it differ from the concept of Europe? 
2

b. Loosing the sense of Dharma what are we loosing?






2

c. What has made the corruption 'high-profit low-risk business?’





1

d. What do you understand by ‘mean ways of small men’   
  





1

e. What is MAD logic?










1

f. What can a common man do to fight against corruption?            




             2

1.2
Find the words from the passage that mean-

I. Pure, holy




(para  2)

II. One who waits for the right time to grab

(para 4)

III. Confidence, sincerity 



(para 8)

2.1
Read the passage carefully and make note on it.

5

The recent proposed Marathi language requirement for taxi drivers in Mumbai (and the subsequent backtrack) shows that divisive politics is alive and kicking in our country. We are fortunate that this scheme didn’t sail through, for it would only have been the start. For why only cab drivers, why not BEST bus drivers? How about drivers of trains operating in Maharashtra  (complete with ceremonial crew exchanges at the state borders maybe?). If taxi drivers need to speak Marathi, then maybe cooks at restaurants do too? 

Yes, we are in 2010, but rather than fix the rickety, old, third-world inspired cabs, our lawmakers choose to tug at the hearts of Marathis. The Marathi voter is supposed to say See he cares, vote for him! 

With due apologies, sorry, but he doesn’t care. Because what he is doing is harmful to the taxi business, harmful to the state and harmful to the country. Let us talk about them one by one. 

First, the taxi business, taxi-driving is a commercial activity, not a social service. And any business thrives only if it services its customers. Does the customer care if the driver speaks Marathi, as long as he can communicate with him? There has been no surge in grievances about language problems with Mumbai taxis. However, complaints about dilapidated and smelly taxis remain unaddressed. If these issues are fixed, customers will take more taxis, pay more and increase the financial health of the taxi business including drivers. Imposing language norms won’t. 

Second, such actions harm the image of the state. Maharashtra is blessed to have a city of national importance within its geographical limits. Mumbai can be a means to bond with the rest of the country, not a symbol of division. Also, Maharashtra claiming Mumbai and its wealth as its own is foolish. Mumbai-based corporates do pay a large amount of taxes. However, they do business and make profits from all over the country. The taxes they pay come from these national profits. Take away the rest-of-India business for Mumbai companies and most of them will be bankrupt. India is integrated as far as trade, commerce and finance is concerned. Geography has increasingly become irrelevant. To continue to harp on physical location is a lack of understanding of the modern world, and any leadership, which lacks that, cannot uplift its people. The Maharashtra-only way of doing business is regressive, impractical. It pushes away pan-India inclined investors and, without them, it is the state’s children who lose out on job opportunities. 

Third, such proposals are terrible for India. We are a poor country with limited capital for development. Our best shot at advancement is if we concentrate our efforts on one national agenda of progress, rather than on pulling in different directions. Even in practical terms, the central government controls the finances of the nation. If the states rebel, it will only lead to chaos. Foreign investment will suffer, Parliament will be an inter-state battleground rather than a place where things get done and we will remain, like we have for the last 60 years, a third world country. 

2.2 Write a summary of the above passage on the basis of your notes.






3

3.
 You are Aditya /Aradhana of Dwarikapuri, Ratlam. You want to put your house on rent.Draft an advertisement to be published in the classified column of the local daily.





5

                                                            Or                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        Your School is going to organize an Inter School Talk Show on the topic ‘Roll of a Common man in Forming the Government’. Draft an invitation to invite the chairman of your town Municipal Corporation.


5

4.
You are Prathmesh/Shruti. You want to know about the regular cources of Animations & Films at the Institute of Films & Animation Technology. Write a letter to the director of the Institute enquiring about the details  the courses (125-150) 

                   
                                                                                                                   10                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    Or                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              You are Ravindra/Gurmit,sales Manager, Guru  Govind Singh Pvt. Ltd. 18/C ,Guru Govind singh Marg , Amritsar, you received a letter from the Principal, Gurukul School, New Delhi about the undue delay in the delivery of books from your company. Write a suitable reply t the Principal explaining the reasons for the delay and the measures that your intend to take (125-150)  













10                                                                                                     

5. 
You  are Abhuday/Dipti special correspondent of The Times of India. You recently  visited the Handy Craft Mela  in which more than 25 states’  art & crafts have been presented at Gandhi Hall, Indore. Write a report on it for your news paper.(125 words)











10

Or

You are Tarun/Tripti, from  212/A, Mansarovar, Jaipur. Last month, your uncle gifted you a camcorder on your birthday along with warranty card of 2 years. Now you discover that the camcorder is not functioning according to the features promised  with the model. Write a letter to the dealer complaining about this problem. Also request him to replace this defective piece against the warranty that goes with it. (150s)




10

6. 
Sneha read about the recent security check of Mrs. Mira Shankar an Indian Ambassador at an airport in US and the reactions of Indian leaders, media and US authorities. She decides to write an article on the issue of Safety.
10 

    






  Or


Study the following advertisement carefully and apply for the post that suits you.
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7. 
Read the lines given below and answer the questions that follow-



On sour cream walls, donations , Shakespear’s head,

Cloudless at dawn, civilized dome riding all cities.

Belled, flowery, Tyrolese volley. Open-handed map

Awarding the world its world. And yet, for these

Children, these windows, not this map, their world,

Where all their future’s painted with a fog,

A narrow street sealed in with a lead sky

Far far from rivers, capes, and stars of worlds.

(1) Why are the walls of the classroom described as being ‘sour cream’?





1

(2) What is the poet’s opinion of the map, pictures and the portrait of Shakespeare?



1

(3) What does the map, on the wall seem to proclaim?







1

(4) Describe the world of the slum children as you read in the poem.





1

Or

Fisherman in the cold ses

Would not harm whales

And the man gathering salt

Would look at his hurt hands.

Wars with gas, wars with fire,

Victory with  no survivors,

Would put on clean clothes

And walk about with their brothers

In the shade, doing nothing.

(1) What does the fishermen not harming whales signify?







1

(2) How does the poet suggest that the idea of war and the winners in a war be made null and void?


1

(3) How can brotherhood and amity be restored in the world, according to the poet?




1
(4) What does the poet mean by ‘doing nothing’?








1
8.  Answer the following questions briefly- 


   
  




   2X3=6

(1) What are the fears of the poetess as a child? Why do they come to the surface at this stage?


2

(2) Why is ‘grandeur’ associated to the ‘mighty dead’?







2

Or

What makes human being love life in spite of troubles and sufferings?





2

(3) What does the image ‘massive weight of Uncle’s wedding band’ bring in to your mind?

(4) What is ’childish’ longing the poet refers to? Why is it ‘vain’?

9.  Answer the following questions in abort 30-40 words. 






2X5=10
(1) How did the instructor ”build a swimmer” out of Douglas?






2

(2) From where and how did the peddler get the idea of the world  being a rattrap?



2

(3) What made the British realize that the Indians could challenge their might, hitherto unquestioned?

2

(4) ‘Subbu is described as many-sided genius’ prove it with some examples.




2

(5) What did Eco mean by interstices? How did he make use of it?





2

 10.  Answer in about 125-150 words. 









10

‘Saheb is no longer his master. Mukesh insits on being his own master’. Discuss with, reference to ‘Lost Spring’                   

Or

How does the metaphor of the rattrap serve to highlight the human predicament?



           

11 Answer in about 125-150 words.









7
Though the play  ‘On the Face of it’ ends tragically yet it leaves one with a ray of hope? Elucidate.

Or

When Stephens comes back to the cell he jumps to a conclusion and the whole machinery blindly goes by his assumption without even checking the identity of the injured ‘Mc Leery’. Does this show how hasty conjectures can prevent one from seeing the obvious? How is the criminal able to predict such negligence?

12 Answer in about 30-40words.









2X4=8


(1) ‘No, I will not submit. I will struggle first.’ Said Zitkala Sa. What do you think made Zitkala Sa feel so?

(2)   What do you think was the reason for Joe’s disagreement with the end of the story?

(3) What explanation did the General tender for his lapse in sending the assassins to the doctor’s house? What insight do you get into his character?

(4)  What was the objective behind the ‘Students on Ice programme?’ How is it yet significant?

*********

“God help those who help themselves”
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