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Guess Paper – 2012
Class – XII
Subject – English

Read the extract below and answer the questions that follow:
Perhaps the Earth can teach us

as when everything seems dead

and later proves to be alive.

Now I’ll count up to twelve

and you keep quiet and I will go.

                                                      (4 Marks)
i. What can earth teach us 

ii. What does everything seems dead imply

iii. Why does the speaker count up to twelve

iv. Explain ‘You keep quiet and I will go.’
                      OR

Standing a few yards away,

 I looked again at her, wan, pale

as a late winter’s moon and felt that

old familiar ache, my childhood’s fear,


                                  (4 Marks)
1. Why does the narrator look at her again

2. Explain : wan, pale as a late winter’s moon

3. What familiar ache does the poet feel

4. What could have been poet’s childhood fears

Answer the following in 30- 40 words:               ( 2x3)                              (6 Marks)

1. What is the reaction of the ‘Polished traffic’ on looking at the roadside stand? (A Roadside stand)
2. Aunt Jennifer’s tigers will go on prancing fearlessly even after her death. What does it tell you.( Aunt Jennifer’s tigers)
3. What makes us cheerful In spite of many unpleasant things in life? (A Thing of Beauty)

4. Do you think the poet advocates total inactivity and death?(Keeping Quiet)
Answer any 5 questions in about 30- 40 words: (2x5)


10 Marks
1. The story last lesson is all about linguistic chauvinism. Comment

2. Why is Mukesh’s dream of learning to drive a car likened to a mirage?

3. What does ‘The God that Failed’ refer to.

4. Why is Rajkumar Shukla described as being resolute?

5. Do you think Umberto Eco likes to be interviewed. Give reasons for your opinion.

6. Why was Sophie jealous of her brother’s silence

Answer any one of the following  in about 125- 150 words.                           (10 marks)

The author has used gentle humour to point out human foibles in the chapter ‘Poets and Pancakes.’ Pick out the instances to show how this serves to make the piece interesting 

                                                          Or

Franz thinks, “Will they make them sing in German even the pigeons.” what could this mean.

Answer any one of the following  in about 125- 150 words.                                 (7marks)

Why is an adult’s perspective on life different from that of a child’s?
                                              Or

The modern world is full of insecurity, fear, war, worry, and stress. What are the ways in which we attempt to overcome them?

Answer the following questions briefly (2x4)



(8 Marks)
1. Why do you think Tishani Doshi considered her programme ‘student’s on ice’ a success.

2. What do you infer from Sam’s letter to Charley.

3. Why did Dr.Sadao feel that the general was in the palm of his hand.
4. What makes jack feel caught in an ugly middle position.
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