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Guess Paper – 2012
Class – XII
Subject – English 
GENERAL INSTRUCTIONS:
i. This paper is divided into three Sections: A, B and C. All the questions in each section are compulsory.

ii. Separate instructions are given with each section and question, wherever necessary. Read these instructions very carefully and follow them faithfully. 

iii. Do not exceed the prescribed word limit while answering the questions.

                                        SECTION A: READING
                                                    20 Marks

Q.1. Read the following passage carefully and answer the questions given below:

         Swami Vivekananda is a striking figure with his turban and his kindly features. On my enquiring as to the significance, if any, of his name, the Swami said, “Of the name by which I am not known, the first word is descriptive of a Sannyasin, or one who formally renounces the world, and the second is the title I assumed- as is customary with all Sannyasins – on my renunciation of the world; it signifies, literally, the bliss of discrimination.”

         “And what induced you to forsake the ordinary course of the world Swami?” I asked.         “I had a deep interest in religion and philosophy from my childhood”, he replied, “and our books teach renunciation as the highest ideal to which man can aspire. It only needed the meeting with a great teacher- Ramakrishna Paramahamsa to kindly in me the final determination to follow the path he himself had trod, as in him I found my highest ideal realised.” 

         “Then did he found a sect, which you now represent”?

         “No”, replied the Swami quickly. “No, his whole life was spent in breaking down the barriers of sectarianism and dogma. He formed no sect. Quite the reverse. He advocated and strove to establish absolute freedom of thought. He was a great Yogi”. 

         “Then you are connected with no society or sect in this country? Neither Theosophical nor Christian Scientist, nor any other?”

        “None whatever!” said the Swami in clear and impressive tones. “My teaching is my own interpretation of our ancient books, in the light which my master shed upon them. I claim no supernatural authority. Whatever in my teaching may appeal to the highest intelligence and be accepted by thinking men, the adoption of that will be my reward”. “All religions”, he continued, “have for their object the teaching either of devotion, knowledge or yoga, in a concrete form. Now the philosophy of Vedanta is the abstract science which embraces all these methods, and this is that I teach, leaving each one to apply in to his own concrete form. I refer each individual to his own experiences, and where reference is made to books, the latter are procurable, and may be studied by each one for himself. Above all, I teach no authority proceeding from hidden beings speaking through visible agents, any more than I claim learning from hidden books or manuscripts. I am the exponent of no occult societies, nor do I believe that good can come of such bodies. Truth stands on its own authority, and truth can bear the light of day.”

        “Then you do not propose to form any society, Swami”? I suggested.

        “None; no society whatever. I teach only the self, hidden in the heart of every individual and common to all. A harmful of strong men knowing that self and living in its light would revolutionize the world, even today, as has been the case by single strong men before, each in his day”.

        “Have you just arrived from India”? I inquired.

        “No,” he replied, “I represented the Hindu religion at the Parliament of Religions held at Chicago in 1893. Since then I have been travelling and lecturing in the United States. The American people have proved most interested audiences and sympathetic friends, and my work there has to take root that I must shortly return to that country”.

        “And what is your attitude towards the western religions, Swami”?

         “I propound a philosophy which can serve as a basic to every possible religious system in the world, and my attitude towards all of them is one of extreme - sympathy my teaching is antagonistic to none. I direct my attention to the individual, to make him strong, to teach him that he himself is divine, and I call upon men to make themselves conscious of this divinity within. That is really the ideal- conscious or unconscious – of every religion”.

Questions:

a) Answer the following questions briefly:                                                       8 Marks

i. What does Swami Vivekananda tell the interviewer regarding significance of his name?

ii. What influence did Ramakrishna Paramahamsa have on Swami Vivekananda?

iii. What according to Vivekananda is the philosophy of Vedanta?

iv. Why had Swami Vivekananda gone to Chicago?

v. How did Vivekananda find the American audience?

vi. Explain: “I direct my attention to the individual”.

b) Find words from the passage which mean the same as each of the following: 4 Marks    
i.  Importance; the meaning of something.

ii. Abandon; give up

iii. Very old.

                                                       SECTION B (ADVANCED WRITING SKILLS)                  35 MARKS 
3. You are Rohan/Amrita , headboy/headgirl of your school. Write a notice for your school notice board calling for entries from desirous students for Britania Quiz Contest- preliminary round is to be held at your school.
 OR

You are Ravi /Manisha . You have been invited to a hill resort by one of your friends during the summer vacation. Respond to the invitation confirming your programme. Invent details(word limit 50 )
4. You are Beena / Birju. As a representative of your school, you have attended a workshop on creative writing. Write a report in about 100-125 words for publication in your school magazine.

Or

You are Anisha /Ashish  of St. Jude Convent School, Dharamsala. You have recently attended and NCC camp at Dalhousie. Draft a report about it for your school magazine in about 125 words.
5. You are a resident of Saket Pocket C. The sweepers of MCD neither clean the streets nor pick up the garbage regularly. Write a letter of complaint to the Commissioner, MCD, bringing to his notice both the problem and the outcome of such callous attitude. Request him to take necessary steps.(Word limit- 125)
OR
You are Nitin/ Natasha, a student of class XII
 at K.P.N. Public school Faridabad. The students are required to cope with lot of pressure in today’s competitive environment. Write a letter to the editor of a national daily highlighting the increasing stress faced by students and suggest ways to combat the same.
6.India is standing at the threshold of joining the developed nations but that is not possible till we achieve complete literacy in the country. The contribution of students may be very significant in achieving our goals. Write an article in 150- 200 words on the role of ‘the students in removing illiteracy’

OR

Teenagers today are getting hooked on to the latest gadgets. Write an article on ‘The advantages of technology versus its adverse effects’. ‘You are Sharan/Shalini’ Use the input given below: (200words)

                          SECTION C: TEXT BOOKS                                             45 Marks
Q.7. Read the extract given below and answer the questions that follow:  (4)

Unless, governor, inspector, visitor,

This map becomes their window and these windows

That shut upon their lives like catacombs

i. What is the ambience of an elementatry school in a slum

ii. What does the reference to the governor, inspector and visitor imply.
iii. How does the ‘map’ become their window?

iv. Explain:” shut upon their lives like catacombs.”

OR

It would be an exotic moment

without rush, without engines,

we would all be together

in a sudden strangeness.

i. What would be an exotic moment for the poet ?

ii. Explain:’ without rush without engines.’

iii. Explain: ‘sudden strangeness.’

iv. How can man experience  this exotic moment?
Q.8. Answer the following in 30 – 40 words each:  (2x3)

1. What will counting upto twelve and keeping still help us achieve?

2. Why do you think Aunt Jennifer’s hands are ‘fluttering through her wool’ in the second stanza? Why is she finding the needle so hard to pull?

3. What was the plea of the folk who had put up the roadside stand?

Q.9. Answer the following in 30 – 40 words each :

1. What makes the city of Firozabad famous ?

2. The story the rattrap is both entertaining and philosophical. Comment

3. What doubts did Edla have about the peddler.

4. Why do you think Gandhi considered the Champaran to be a turning point in his life?

5. The extract ‘Going Places’ draws a beautiful contrast between fact and fiction. Comment
Q.10. Answer the following in 125-150 words  (10)

How the peddler emerges out to be a man of finer human qualities despite being a vagabond? Explain with reference to the reading to the reading of the story ”The rattrap”

OR 

Why Umberto Eco start writing novels and when? What does deco say about the huge success of his novel, “The Name of the Rose”

Q.11. Answer the following in 125- 150 words (7)

“The modern world is full of insecurity, fear, war worry and stress.” What are the ways in which we attempt to overcome them?

OR

      What is your stance regarding the two endings to roger skunks story?
Q.12. Answer any four of the following in 30 – 40 words each (2x4)

1. In a short span of 12 thousand years man has managed to create a ruckus

             on this earth. How? (Journey to the End of the Earth)

2. What happened when tiger king had killed 70 tigers? (The Tiger King)

3. Why do you think Hana believes that the POW is a “menace, living or dead”? (The Enemy)

4. What qualities of Mr. Lamb attracted Derry to him? (On the Face of it.)

5. Why did General not take any step against Dr. Sadao when he told him about American soldier? (The Enemy)
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