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Guess Paper – 2013
Class – X
Subject – ENGLISH

(COMMUNICATIVE)

Maximum Marks: 80                                   Time :3 hours 

The Question Paper is divided into four sections

Section A: Reading Comprehension            20 Marks

Section B: Writing                                        20Marks

Section C : Grammar                                    20 Marks

Section D : Literature                                   20 Marks 

General Instuctions:

1. All questions are compulsory.

2. You may attempt any section at a time.

3. All questions of that particular section must be attempted in the correct order.

SECTION – A (READING – 20 Marks)

1. Read the passage carefully.
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Lionel

Lionel was in bad shape. He was bloodied and beaten. He was too weak to haul his poor, broken little body inside the house. By the time Nola saw him; his battered body had already  lost too much blood. Lionel, the duck, died a few minutes later.

When Nola broke the news to her customers, they were devastated. One elderly gentleman was especially heart-broken. He used to feed Lionel a slice of bread or a biscuit which he kept in his pocket especially for the occasion. They would spend an hour every week like that, enjoying each other’s company. When he heard about Lionel’s death, the old man sat down on the same bench and let the tears run freely down his cheeks. Two weeks later, he was dead.

     Nola also had to tell the children who used to play with Lionel on their way to school. Lionel waddled around them, muttering and letting them feel his soft feathers while they waited for the bus. Some of the children made sympathy cards for Nola. She also received many condolences – a few from friends and many from strangers. It was only then that we realized how many friends Lionel had made; how many hearts he had touched. It seemed as if the whole town was mourning his death.

    On the basis of your reading of the above passage,                    complete the following statements by choosing the correct option from those given below?

1.1Lionel could not be saved as:

(a) he was too week to haul his poor broken body inside.

(b) He was bloodied and beaten

(c) He had lost too much blood

(d) He was in bad shape

1.2One elderly gentleman was especially heart-broken because……….

(a) he could no longer enjoy Lionel’s company.

(b) he could no longer feed Lionel a slice of bread or a biscuit.

(c) he could no longer spend an hour every week. with him.

(d) two weeks later, he was dead. 

1.3 The school children were devastated because……….

(a) Lionel waddled along with them to school.

(b) Lionel waited for the bus along with them.

(c) Lionel played with them while they waited for the bus.

(d) Lionel allowed them to feel his soft white feathers.

1.4 Nola received many condolences from his friends and strangers. She felt………….

(a) proud

(b) sympathetic

(c) angry

(d) touched

1.5 The word closest in meaning to ‘condolence’ is ----

(a) memorable

(b) valuable

(c) sympathy

(d) personal

2. Read the poem carefully.                                                                                       5

The Bird

O Bird! Where are you? Where can I meet you?

O Bird! You are the embodiment of a new lease of life.

You have come to kick open the door of bondage 

And illuminate a revived Soul.

Though the evening comes with slow steps 

And signals the songs to cease;

Though your companions have gone to take rest

And you are tired………….

Though fear broods in the dark and the face of the sky is veiled.

O Bird listen to me, don’t fold your wings.

O Bird! I ran across hill and dale.

I wander through nameless land in search of you.

You are the immortal entity

And the torch bearer of pure knowledge.

You are the essence of all desirable beauties

And the synonym of Love and Liberty

Plus Justice and Security.

O Bird! You are unconquerable and invincible.

Everybody tries to suppress you.

But you are omnipotent and giver of renewed life

To the inflicted minds.

O Bird! Don’t fold your wings.

Make me your string.

You are like the fresh dews of early morning.

Only you can bring the beacon of hope

To the imprisoned and dejected souls.

On the basis of your reading of the poem, pick out the correct option from the list of options in each question and write the answer in your answer sheet.

2.1. The bird is the embodiment of ----------------------------


(a)
love.


(b)
a new lease of life.


(c)
hatred

2.2. The poet wandered through nameless land in search of ---------------------


(a)
his mother.


(b)
wealth.


(c)
a bird.

2.3. The poet requests the bird -----------------------------------------


(a)
to kill him.


(b)
to influence the impure minds.


(c)
not to fold its wings.

2.4. The literary device used in the concluding three lines is an example of --------------


(a)
metaphor


(b)
simile.


(c)
allegory.

2.5. In the last stanza, the poet has compared the bird to ……………………………


(a) night


(b) evening


(c) dawn


(d) fresh dews of early morning.

3. Read the poem carefully.                                                                                  5

She dwelt among the untrodden ways

           Beside the springs of Dove,

A Maid whom there were none to praise

            And very few to love:

A violet by a mossy stone

     Half hidden from the eye!

 - Fair as a star, when only one

             Is shining in the sky.

She lived unknown, and few could know

         When Lucy ceased to be;

But she is in grave, and, oh,

        The difference to me!

----------- William Wordsworth (70 words)

On the basis of your reading of the poem, pick out the correct option from the list of options in each question and write answer in your answer sheet.

3.1 Lucy lived a lonely life because

(i) no person loved her.

(ii) no one praised her.

(iii) there was no human population.

(iv) she was born in nature.

3.2Lucy was like a 

(i) rose flower.

(ii) a star.

(iii) a violet flower.

(iv) a daffodil.

3.3She died an unknown death because

(i) no one knew her.

(ii) no one could tell where she died.

(iii) she was never known.

(iv) no one knew when she died.

3.4 That the poet is sad over Lucy’s death is clear in the words

(i) she is in grave.

(ii) oh.

(iii) the difference to me.

(iv) Lucy ceased to be.

3.5 The word ‘untrodden’ means

(i) not covered.

(ii) unwalkable.

(iii) not walked over.

(iv) hard to walk.

4. Read the passage given below carefully.
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Hussain Sagar Lake

Hussain Sagar in Hyderabad is a lake famous for the thousands of migratory birds it attracts from other parts of India and abroad, in the winter months. But the seagulls, ducks and other migratory birds no longer find it hospitable.

The lake has seen more clay idols of deities such as Ganesh and Durga being immersed in its water than any other lake in the vicinity. The chemicals used to paint the idols are highly toxic. They contaminate the waters, the algae and the water plants in it. These, in turn, affect the insects and birds that feed off the lake.

A study of the affected birds by the Bird Watcher’s Society of India has revealed that that the toxins were absorbed in the tissues of the birds. This caused the birds to lay weak-shelled eggs. When they tried to incubate the eggs, the shells broke. The eggs would not hatch as a result. A recent Government of India report on the health of the environment feels that the rest of India seems to be heading for the same fate as Hussain Sagar.

On the basis of your reading of the passage, complete the following statements. 5

4.1. The Hussain Sagar lake got its fame because ………………………………….. .

4.2. The chief concern related to Hussain Sagar lake is ……………………………….

4.3. The chief pollutant of the lake is ……………………………………………………

4.4. The water pollutant adversely affects the birds causing …………………….

4.5. The antonym of ‘contaminate’ is ……………………………………………….

SECTION – B (Writing 20 Marks)

5. Write a bio-sketch , taking help from the hints given below. (Word limit 80)
4

WALT DISNEY

BIRTH

: 1901, Chicago

EDUCATION

: Studied at Kansas City Art Institute

CAREER

: Commercial artist and animator for an advertising company.

ACHIEVEMENTS
: # Created famous cartoon characters – Mickey Mouse, Donald 




Duck 




  # Films – Snowwhite and Seven Dwarfs




  # Pinnochio, Bambi, The Jungle Book




  # Opened Disney land in 1954 in California

DEATH

  in 1966

6. Write an e-mail to your friend describing the farewell party given to your favourite teacher who retired from the school recently. You may take help of the clues given below. The format of the e-mail is given. (Word limit 120)
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Ms Annie – English teacher – served for 30 years – highly qualified – taught using innovative methods – understanding and caring – treated everyone equally – the occasion both sad and nostalgic – touching farewell speech by the principal sir – everybody got emotional – Ms Annie could barely speak – will be remembered forever.

Date :


-------------------------------------------------------------------------

From :


-------------------------------------------------------------------------

To :


-------------------------------------------------------------------------

Subject :

-------------------------------------------------------------------------

Dear Sir / XYZ

CONTENT

Regards / Love

Name

7 You are Anand  / Madhu. You visited the Artic Region as part of an expedition. The melting of ice-caps and the rising water level alarmed you and made you realize the intensity of global warming. On your return you decided to write an article for a youth magazine on your concerns regarding the effects of global warming. Write the article in about 150 words.
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SECTION – C (GRAMMAR 20 Marks)

8. Complete the headlines by choosing the correct answer from the options

4


(a) CLASHES KILL 20 IN NANDIGRAM
Clashes between two warring groups ------------------------ 20 people at Nandigram in West Bengal.


(b) CLUSTER MEETING POSTPONED
The cluster meeting as part of training programme for teachers ------------------- to next month, an official statement said here on Friday.


(c) PM UNDERGOES SURGERY
The Prime Minister ------------------------------ surgery at the All India Institute of Medical Sciences on Saturday.  

(d) PAK TROOPS FIRE AT INDIAN POSTS AGAIN

Violating the ceasefire yet again, Pakistani troops --------------------------- at a forward border, drawing retaliation from BSF troops.

(a) (i)
kills
(ii)
killed
(iii)
killing
(iv) will kill

(b) (i)
postponed
(ii) was postponed
(iii) will be postponed
 (iv) is postponed

(c) (i)
undergoes
(ii) undergoing 
(iii) underwent 
(iv) will undergo

(d) (i)
fires

(ii) fired

(iii) will fire

(iv) firing

9. The following passage has not been edited. There is one error in each line. Write the incorrect word and the correction in your answer sheet as given below against the correct blank number. Remember to underline the word that you have supplied.  ½ ×8 =4
	The weather this year have been 
nothing but quirky. Ever as rains
eluded North India causes land to
turn barren, it pour twice as is 
normal in Eastern Bihar, result in 
massive floods. For such a phenomenon
is not usual in India, where one 
region experience drought and the 
others floods, experts say it rare happens in July.
	e.g. have …… has
(a)
(b)
(c)
(d)
(e)
(f)
(g)
(h)


10. Look at the words and phrases below. Rearrange them to form meaningful sentences. The first one has been done as an example. Write the correct sentences in your answer sheet against the correct blank numbers.



 1 × 4 = 4
hardly / koalas are / ever drink / animals that / water /
Koalas are animals that hardly ever drink water.
a) water supply / they get / they eat / from / all their / the leaves /
b) inhabited / tree leaves / so, / by koalas / in areas / of / is high / demand /
c) one group / it takes / to support / several acres / of koalas / of trees /
d) can eat / everyday / each / one and a half kilograms / adult koala /up to / of leaves

11. Read the conversation between a patient and a receptionist at a doctor’s clinic. Then complete the following in reported speech by choosing from the options given below. 4                                                                                                                  

Patient:            Can I have an appointment with the doctor this evening? I am very sick.

Receptionist :   I’m sorry. There’s a long waiting list. You will have to wait for at   

                         least two weeks.

Patient:
  But by then I could be dead.

Receptionist :    No problem. If your wife informs me, I can cancel the appointment.

1) A patient went to his doctor’s clinic and asked the receptionist ______________

a) can I have an appointment with the doctor that evening?

b) whether I can have an appointment with the doctor that evening.

c) whether he can have an appointment with the doctor that evening.

d) whether he could have an appointment with the doctor that evening.

2) The receptionist_______________________________________ 

a) said sorry, there’s a long waiting list.

b) apologized saying that there was a long waiting list.

c) said sorry that there was a long waiting list.

d) apologized me that there was a long waiting list.

3) She further added that_________________________________

a) you would have to wait for at least two weeks.

b) he would be waiting for at least two weeks.

c) he would have to wait for at least two weeks.

d) he would be having to wait for at least two weeks.

4) When the patient said that he could be dead by then, the receptionist calmly replied that_______________________________

a) there is no problem, if my wife informs me, I can cancel the appointment.

b) there was no problem, if my wife informs me, she can cancel the appointment.

c) there was no problem, if his wife informed her, she could cancel the appointment.

d) there was no problem, if his wife informed him, she could cancel the appointment.

12. Mohak is on a holiday in Goa. After visiting some places, he made some notes in his diary. Use the information in these notes to complete the post-card which he sent to his friend. Do not add any new information. Write the answers in your answer sheet against the correct blank numbers. 
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NOTES 

	GOA
arrival 27 Jan.
wonderful place — no crime
people friendly, happy-go-lucky
landscapes : picturesque; beaches : beautiful
good restaurants : sea food (mostly)
hotel : on beach
tours : bus, ferry
Carnival festival colour, fun and frolic.


Panaji
3 March, 2Oxx
Dear Vikram
I’m having a nice time here in Goa. I reached this beautiful place on 27 Jan. Can you believe, this place is totally free (a) ……..……….. ? What makes this place so wonderful is not only the beautiful beaches and picturesque landscape but also its people (b) …………….happy-go-lucky. The restaurants here are (c) ……….mostly sea food. The hotel we are staying in is situated on a beach so we (d) ………….. The carnival festival is the best thing about Goa. It is a festival of colour, fun and frolic. There are still many places for me to see. I’ll show you the photos when I meet you.
With love 

Yours affectionately

Mohak

SECTION – D (LITERATURE 
20 Marks)

13.(A)Read the following extract and answer the question by choosing from alternatives given below.





1×3=3

(A) 
“Other creatures loathed his voice,


But, alas, they had no choice,


And the crass cacophony


Blared out from the sumac tree


At whose foot the frog each night


Minstrelled on till morning light


(i)
Where did this creature live?



(a)
It lived near the pond



(b)
It lived on the mountain



(c)
It lived under the sumac tree



(d)
It lived in a deep vally


(ii)
Why is his voice referred to as ‘crass cacophony’



(a)
It was boring



(b)
it was unmusical and loud



(c)
It had a weak voice



(d)
It had no control over his voie


(iii)
Why did he sing all night? How did his singing affect others?



(a)
They were indifferent 



(b)
They felt cheerful



(c)
They encouraged him all the more


(d)
They were irritated and felt a lot of discomfort

(B) Read the following extract and answer the questions that follow. 1×3=3


“I am not cruel, only truthful


The eye of a little god, four cornered


Most of the time I meditate on the opposite wall”


(i)
Why does the mirror say, “I am not cruel”?


(ii)
Why has the mirror been called a “four cornered” god


(iii)
How does the mirror spend its time?

14. 
Answer any four of the following questions in 30 – 40 words each. 2×4=8


(a)
Ali gave up hunting altogether. What brought about this change in him?

(b)
What does the author mean by “Their selfless action brought a new nobility to human life, gave promise of greater hope for human society?”  

(c)
Write a note on the theme of the sonnet, “Not Marble, Nor the Gilded Monuments.

(d)
Why is frog’s joy both sweet and bitter?

(e)
Why does the mirror appear to be a like in the second stanza ? What aspect of the mirror do you think is being referred to here?

15.
Answer the following question in  about 120 words.
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Imagine you are the postmaster. Since you have realized the pain that Ali must have undergone during his life, you are full of remorse. At the same time, you are worried about your daughter’s welfare. Write a diary entry expressing your feelings.

Or,

Discuss the significance of the title of the play “The Dear Departed”. Bring out the irony inherent in it.

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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