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Sample Paper – 2014 

Class – XII 

Subject – English  

SET B 

Time 1 ½ hr              M.M. 50 

GENERAL INSTRUCTIONS:  

i. This paper is divided into three Sections: A, B and C. All the questions in each section are compulsory. 
ii. Separate instructions are given with each section and question, wherever necessary. Read these 

instructions very carefully and follow them faithfully.  
iii. Do not exceed the prescribed word limit while answering the questions. 
iv. Handwriting should be neat and legible. 

 SECTION A: READING       8  Marks 

Q.1. Read the passage given below and then answer the questions which follow:              

It's kind of funny to keep watching people who want things to come easy to them in life.  Many other people know of 
this tendency among human beings, so they keep selling them diet pills that let them eat whatever they want, job 
information that will make them rich with no effort, college "degrees" that require no study at all, and many other 
"easy" fixes to their problems, easy fulfillment of their desires.  But over and over again these people who want the 
easy ways out are disappointed, for what they hoped and expected would help them simply has left them still with 
their problems and now with a little less money in their pockets and wallets. 

I'm coaching a high school girls' basketball team right now, one that not only has a brand-new coach (me), but that 
also lost most of their players from last year.  We've adopted the slogan "Nothing Comes Easy" for this year, mainly 
because we all knew that we would have a long and difficult road ahead of us--that is, if we wanted to accomplish 
anything significant.  We definitely could have taken the easy road and doomed ourselves to a winless season, or we 
could have worked very hard to try to become more than anyone expected.  And while we haven't come out as a 
Cinderella team that in the movies would win all of their games against much tougher teams, we have become a 
team that's extremely competitive, and that already has won more games than anyone expected us to 

That all comes from having a realistic perspective, I believe.  We know that we aren't a very experienced team, and 
that means that we have to work harder than the other teams, both on and off the court.  We have to work harder 
during games, and we have to work harder during practice.  And that's fine with us, because as long as we know that 
nothing is going to come easy to us, we're ready and willing to pay the price necessary to improve. 

Saying that "nothing comes easy" isn't at all defeatist or cynical.  It's a fact that's been proved over and over in life, as 
major scientific breakthroughs come after years and years of research and hard work; financial stability comes after 
years of sacrifice and effort; great movies and albums are made with the most effort and practice and planning and 
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preparation.  Colonel Sanders had to visit over 100 restaurants before he sold his recipe for fried chicken, and that 
came after years of perfecting that recipe.  Richard Bach received over 70 rejections for Jonathan Livingston Seagull, 
and that was after all the time and effort it took him to write the book. 

When we remind ourselves that nothing truly worthwhile comes easy, we can face our obstacles and problems with 
more equanimity, and we can be much more calm in the face of setbacks.  When we know that it's going to take time 
and work to reach a goal, we're much more likely to accept delays as necessary elements of the process, and we're 
much more likely to see obstacles as learning opportunities rather than back-breakers.  Keeping in mind that nothing 
comes easy, we can give our best effort because we know that it's that effort--as well as the time involved--that's 
going to craft a fine finished product. 

1.1 Make notes of the above passage using an acceptable format including abbreviations, with suitable tittles. 5m 

1.2 Make a summary of the above passage in not more than 80 words.                                                                 3m 

 

                 SECTION B: ADVANCED WRITING SKILLS                                                 15 marks 

Q2.You are Geetu Singh, the Incharge of your school “Painting Club”. You have received an invitation from the 

nearby DAV School to participate in the activities of the Painting Club during the winter break. Write invitation and a 

reply declining the offer giving a valid reason.  (Word limit 50-80)      5 marks  

Q.3 Write a letter to the editor of a national daily on the mushrooming of various coaching center and how extra 

tuitions have become a common feature in a student’s life. You are Amit/Amita. (Word limit - 200 words)      10 Marks                                 

                                       

                                                                     SECTION C: TEXT BOOKS                                                     27  Marks 

Q.4. Read the extract given below and answer the question that follow:   4 marks  

 If we were not so single-minded 

about keeping our lives moving, 

and for once could do nothing, 

perhaps a huge silence 

might interrupt this sadness 

of never understanding ourselves 

and of threatening ourselves with death.          

a. Explain: ‘for once could do nothing’ 
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b. How will a huge silence affect? 

c. How is the sadness caused? 

d. Trace a word that means ‘ disturb’ 

 

Q.5. Answer the following questions  in about 40 - 50 words each:                                         (5x2=10) 

a. What doubts Edla have about the peddler? 

b. Why did Gandhiji go to Lucknow in December 1916? Who met him there and why? 

c. How was Gandhi able to influence lawyers? Give instances. 

d. Why was Dr. Sadao not sent abroad with the troops? 

e. What make human beings love life in spite of troubles and sufferings? 

 

Q.6. What  made the peddler think that he had indeed fallen into a rattrap?                                                    5m 

 

Q7 Give a character sketch of Dr. Sadao.                   8 m 
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