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Pre-Board Examination – I, 2013-14 
Class XII 

ENGLISH (Core) 
Time allowed: 3 hours         Maximum Marks: 100 
 

General Instructions: 

(i) This paper is divided into three Sections: A, B and C. All the sections are compulsory. 

(ii)  Separate instructions are given with each section and question, wherever necessary. Read these instructions 

very carefully and follow them faithfully. 

(iii) Do not exceed the prescribed word limit while answering the questions. 
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TEXT BOOKS (Flamingo & Vistas) and LONG READING TEXT-NOVEL (30+15 Marks) 

 

        7.      Read the extract given below and answer the questions that follow :    (4) 

Perhaps the Earth can teach us 

as when everything seems dead 

and later proves to be alive. 

Now I' II count upto twelve 

and you keep quiet and I will go. 

 

i) What does the Earth teach us ?       1 

ii) What does the poet mean to achieve by counting upto twelve ?   1 

            iii) How does earth prove to be alive?       1 

                          iv) What is the significance of 'keeping quiet' ?      1 

  OR 
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“The stunted, unlucky heir 

Of twisted bones, reciting a father gnarled disease 

His lesson from his desk. At the back of the dim class 

One unnoted , sweet and young. His eyes live in a dream 

Of squirrels game, in tree room, other than this.” 

             i) Who is being referred to in the first two lines? 

            ii) Explain ‘father’s gnarled disease’. 

           iii) Who is sitting at the ‘back of the dim class’? 

iv) ‘His eyes live in a dream’–what dreams does he have? 

           

8.    Answer any TWO of the following questions in about 30-40 words each : 2 X 2 = 4 marks 

     (a) Why has the poet's mother been compared to the 'late winter's moon'? 

    (b)  How do we bind ourselves to the earth every morning? 

    (c)  What will happen to Aunt Jennifer's tigers when she is dead ? 

 

         9.    Answer any SIX of the following questions in about 30-40 words each:   (6 x 2 = 12) 

(i)       Why was Franz tempted to miss the school that day?  

(ii)      Why was Edla happy on opening the gift left by the peddler? 

(iii) Mention the hazards of working in the glass bangle industry. 

(iv) What does Jack want to convey through the story of Roger Skunk? 

(v) What superstitious beliefs of the servants made them oppose Sadao's decision to give shelter to 

the injured man? 

(vi) How did Sophie want to be a part of Geoff's world? 

(vii) What is the significance of the prince's utterance - "Let tigers beware"? 

 

      10.   Answer any ONE in about 125-150 words (10 Marks) 
The resistance of Zitkala-Sa to the cutting of her hair and Bama’s determination to study are sparks 
which can ignite a change. Discuss in the light of ‘Memories of Childhood.’ 

OR 

What is the bond that unites the two - the old Mr. Lamb and Derry, the small boy ? How does the old 
man inspire the small boy ? 

 

     11.   Answer the following in about 100 words : (5 Marks) 
Exploitation is a universal phenomenon. The poor indigo farmers were exploited by the British 
landlords, which Gandhiji objected. Even after our independence we find exploitation of unorganized 
labour. What values do we learn from Gandhiji's campaign to counter the present day problems? 

 
    12.    Answer the following question in 150 words. 8 

How did the convict unknowingly save Sir Henry's life by sacrificing his own life? 
 
    13.   Answer the following question in about 130 words. 7 

"Sherlock Holmes is the most loved detective.’ Comment. 


