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Practice Paper
Subject: ENGLISH CORE
CLASS     XI        
TIME ALLOWED: 3 Hrs






MM: 80
Name of the student:________________________________________________________
General Instructions:
(i) The paper is divided into four sections A, B, C and D. All the sections arecompulsory.
(ii) Do not exceed the prescribed word limit while answering the questions. 
Section –A (READING)                                  
15 Marks
Q1. Read the following passage carefully and answer the questions that follow:     (7)

1. To make our life a meaningful one, we need to mind our thoughts, for ourthoughts are the foundation, the inspiration, and the motivating power of ourdeeds. We create our entire world by the way we think. Thoughts are the causesand the conditions are the effects.
2. Our circumstances and conditions are not dictated by the world outside; it is theworld inside us that creates the outside. Self-awareness comes from the mind,which means soul. Mind is the sum total of the states of consciousness groupedunder thought, will and feeling. Besides self-consciousness we have the power tochoose and think. Krishna says: “no man rest a moment inactive”. Even wheninactive on the bodily plane, we are all the time acting on the thought plane.Therefore if we observe ourselves, we can easily mould our thoughts. If ourthoughts are pure and noble, naturally actions follow the same. If our thoughts arefilled with jealousy, hatred and greed, our actions will be the same.
3. Karmically, however, thought or intent is more responsible and dynamic than anact. One may perform a charitable act, but if he does not think charitably and isdoing the act just for the sake of gain and glory, it is his thoughts that willdetermine the result. Theosophy teaches us that every thought, no matter howfleeting, leaves a seed in the mind of the thinker. These small seeds together goto make up a large thought seed and determine one’s general character. Ourthoughts affect the whole body. Each thought once generated and sent outbecomes independent of the brain and mind and will live upon its own energydepending upon its intensity.
4. Trying to keep a thought from our mind can produce the very state we are tryingto avoid. We can alter our environment to create the mood. When, for instance,we are depressed, if we sit by ourselves trying to think cheerful thoughts, we oftendo not succeed. But if we mix with people who are cheerful we can bring abouta change in our mood and thoughts. Every thought we think, every act weperform, creates in us an impression, like everything else, is subject to cyclic lawand becomes repetitive in our mind. So, we alone have the choice to create our
thoughts and develop the kind of impressions that make our action more positive.
5. Let us choose the thought seeds of right ideas, noble and courageous aspirationsthat will be received by minds of the same nature. Right introspection will berequired of us to determine what we really desire to effect. Everything in theuniverse is inter-related and inter-dependent, that we live in one another and byaccepting the grand principle of universal brotherhood we shall be in a positionto appreciate what a heavy responsibility is ever ours to think right. Let us reflectand send loving and helpful thoughts and lighten the load of the world’s suffering.
 Choose the correct option to answer each question: 
1.1. We create our entire world by the way:





(1)
a. we live.

b. we feel.

c. we think.

d. we like.
1.2. Theosophy teaches us that:  







(1)
a. every thought leaves a mark in the mind of the thinker.
b. every thought leaves a virus in the mind of the thinker.
c. every thought leaves a question in the mind of the thinker.
d. every thought leaves a seed in the mind of the thinker.
1.3. How can we make our life meaningful? 





(1)
                                      
1.4 How do our thoughts affect the whole body? 





(1)
1.5 How can we change our mood when we are depressed? 


(1)
1.6 Find the words from the passage which mean the same as:


 (2)
a. Full of activity (Para 3)
b. to look into one’s own thoughts and feelings (Para 5)
Q2. Read the following passage and answer the questions that follow:   

(8)
1. There are two problems that cause great worry to our educationists – The problem of  religious and moral education in the land of many faiths and the problems arising out of the large variety of languages.
2. Taking up the education of the children we see that they should be trained to live one another, to be kind and helpful to all, to be tender to the lower animals and to observe and think right. The task of teaching them how to read and write and to count and to calculate is important but it should not make us lose sight of the primary aim of moulding personality in the right way.
3. For this, it is necessary to call into aid culture, tradition and religion. But in our country we have, in the same school, to look after boys and girls born in different faiths and belonging to families that live diverse ways of life, easy path of evading the difficulty by attending solely to physical culture and intellectual education. We have to evolve a suitable technique and method for serving the spiritual needs of school children professing different faiths. We should thereby promote an atmosphere of mutual respect, a fuller understanding and helpful co-operation among the different communities in our society. 
4. Again we must remain one people and we have, therefore, to give basic training to our schools to speak and understand more languages than one and to appreciate and respect the different religions prevailing in India. It is not right for us in India to be overtaking the young mind. What is necessary must be done. And it is not in fact the great a burden.
5. Any attempt to do away with a stream roll the differences through governmental coercion and indirect pressure would be as futile as it would be unwise. Any imposition of a single way of life and form of workshop on all children or neglect of a section of the pupils in this respect, or barren secularization will lead to conflict between school and home life which is harmful. On the other hand, if we give due recognition to the different prevailing faiths in the educational institutions by organizing suitable facilities for religious teaching for boys and girls of all communities our problem will be solved to a larger extent. This may itself serve as a broadening influence of great national values.
(a) On the basis of your reading of the above passage, make notes on it, in points only using headings and sub-headings. Also use recognizable abbreviations wherever necessary. (Minimum 4). Supply a suitable title to it.   







(5)
(b) Write a summary of the above passage in about 80 words.  



(3)     




Section – B (Writing)    


20 marks        
Q.3.  
You are Sameer/Samaira and have started a coaching centre for Yoga at Gandhidham. Draft an advertisement in not more than 50 words to be published under the classified columns of The Times Of India, to popularise your yoga centre. (5)
                                                            
OR
 Krishna Public School, Jagdish Nagar, Meerut is organizing a Health Exhibition on 15th and 16th Jan. 2016. The theme of the exhibition is Healthy Living – Better Living. You are Sumit/Sunita, theCCA Incharge, write a notice inviting charts, models, slogans and posters for the exhibition from the students.







(5)
Q.4 Aarti Gupta, a social worker feels highly pained at the rampant corruption in social and political life in our country. She decides to write an article on ‘Corruption -The Cancer of Our Society’ for The Times of India, New Delhi. Write her article in about 100-150 words.  (8)   
                                                                            OR
In schools and the colleges, a great stress is laid on the importance of discipline in life. The previous day your school principal delivered a lecture about discipline in life. You were greatly impressed by him. You decided to reproduce his ideas in a form of a speech for your school magazine. Write his ideas including your own in about 100-150 words on the ‘Importance of discipline in life’.                                                                                                       

 (8)
Q.5 You are Arpit/Arpita living at 53, Sarang Enclave, Agra. You wish to make a pilgrimage to Badrinath, Kedarnath and Haridwar with your family of five. Write a letter to Aman Tours and Travels, M.G.Road, Agra enquiring about the schedule of their conducted tour by deluxe buses to these places. Ask about the charges, boarding and lodging arrangements and the total time needed for the tour.









(7)
                                                           
 OR

You are Preeti/Ajay, head of school examination committee of SKV, Mangolpuri. You want to place an order for supply of some articles with Gupta Stationers, Daryaganj. Place the order to the dealers regarding stationery items required forthe exams.  



(7)
                                                                                                




Section – C (Grammar)    10 marks        
Q.6 The following passage has not been edited. There is one error in each line. Write the incorrect word and write the correction in the space provided.  (3)
Coral reefs is one of the most sensitive ecosystems of all.(a)


-------
------

A large number of reef all over the world are on the brink of (b)


------
------


extinction. The major factors for the destruction of coral reefs
 (c)

------
------


Is global warming due to increased carbon dioxide on the(d)


------
------

atmosphere. Studies has shown that even one degree Celsius rise above(e)
 -----
------

normal temperature can result from large scale destruction. (f)


-----
------

Beside this, water pollution, destructive fishing practices, tourism activities(g)   ----
-----

and collection of rare species also play a important part in destroying corals(h)   ---- -----

Q7. A word is omitted in each line. Write the omitted word and a word before and after it. 












(4)







Before

word

after

The average life style undergoing rapid change

_______

______

_____
and ill-health and mental stress the results. When
_______

______

_____
deaths infectious diseases decreased, deaths from
_______

______

_____
lifestyle diseases became the killers. When body is
_______

______

_____
subjected to the unnatural invasion various irritants
_______

______

_____
and mind is upset, confused, overtaxed or irritated,
_______

______

_____
the body is bound be in stress. This, in turn is the chief
_______

______

_____
causeof most the health ailments today.


_______

______

_____
Q.8 Rearrange the following words in meaningful sentences: 


(3)
(i)  over/ crisis/ are/ is/ the/ saying/ they/ that.
(ii) fly / to escape / south / starvation / to/chill/  they                                                                           
(iii) training/ a/  undergo/ soldier/ to/ has/ hard/ a.



SECTION D:    (Text Book &LRT)                            

  35 Marks
Q.9  Read the following extracts and answer the questions that follow.

(4)
A. I am the Poem of Earth, said the voice of the rain,
Eternal I rise impalpable out of the land and the bottomless sea,
upward to heaven, whence, vaguely form’d, 
altogether changed, and yet the same,
(a) Who is the poem of Earth? 
(b)  Name the poem and the poet.
(c) Where from does it rise? Where does it go then?  






(d)  What happens to it there? 







                                 
Or
B .Now she’s been dead nearly as many years
As that girl lived. And of this circumstance
There is nothing to say at all.
It’s silence silences.
(a) Who is “that girl” referred to in these lines? How old is she in the photograph?  
(b) Name the poem and the poet.





(c) What has happened to the girl?  






(d) What does “Its silence silences” means?





10 Answer any five of the following in about 30 words. 


(2 x5 = 10)
(a)How did the grandmother celebrate the homecoming of her grandson?
(b)Why was the writer keen on getting Ratna married to Ranga? How did he arrange their meeting?

(c)Why did the narrator finally decide to forget the address? 
(d) What made Carter chisel away the solidified resins to raise the king’s remains?  
(e) Why did Einstein hate his lodgings? What would he do to divert his mind?
(f)  What did John Byro perceive about the horse after it was returned?  
11. Answer the following in about 100-125 words.
  (6)
a. Mrs. Dorling is a typical example of betrayal’. Discuss.




OR
b.How did the narrator and his family face the disaster in the form of a huge wave that struck the ‘Wave Walker’?




Section E:  (Novel)   




12. Answer any one of the following in about 150 words.



(8)
(a) Describe the first encounter of Mr. Otis with the ghost.
(b) Describe the role of twins in driving the ghost to a depressed state of mind.
13. Answer any one of the following in about 130 words.



(7)
(a) Give a character-sketch of Mr. Otis.
(b) Give a character-sketch of Canterville ghost
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