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Sample Paper- 2016
Subject: English
Class 12th 

Time allowed: 3 hours 



Maximum Marks: 100

General Instructions:

i) This paper is divided into three Sections: A, B and C. All the questions in each section are compulsory.
ii) Separate instructions are given with each section and question, wherever necessary. Read these instructions very carefully and follow them faithfully.
iii) Do not exceed the prescribed word limit while answering the questions. 

iv) Handwriting should be neat and legible.
SECTION A : READING : 30 MARKS

1.  Read the passage given below carefully:

(12 marks)

1. Ever thought the colour used by locals to paint their homes - in a bid to ward off insects - would become synonymous with the city? In the past, Jodhpur suffered from a major termite problem so the residents started adding copper sulphate to their whitewashes, which lent the city its pristine blue-indigo hue. The Blue City is really blue! In the walled city of Jodhpur you find the Rajasthan of your imagination, the hustle-bustle, the colours, and the larger-than-life Mehrangarh Fort. At the base of the mighty fort is a jumble of blue cubes that stretches out to the 10 km-long, 16th-century city wall.

2. Inside the city are vibrant, entangled and bustling medieval streets, ​ all of which never seem to lead where you want them to. The shops sell everything from vintage home decor items and temple decorations to colourful clothes and accessories. The colourful rickshaws here are super slim since they have to squeeze through the narrow streets. 

3. The colossal and grand Mehrangarh Fort, which rises 400 sq. ft. above the city looks nothing less than a page out of a fairy tale. If you aren't visiting Jodhpur in winter, make sure you reach the fort early to skip the midday sun. You don't need a ticket to enter the fort; only the museum section requires one. Packed with history, Mehrangarh Fort houses one of the best kept collections of regal paraphernalia in the country. What you see is a magnificent collection of silver elephant howdahs, gilded palanquins, carved ivory, weapons inlaid with gold and jewels, rare pieces of textile, and some of the world's finest miniature paintings. You'll be amazed to see elaborate cradles of infant princes and the extensive ‘zenana’ (where maharanis lived) with dainty filigree windows.

4. At the Mehrangarh Fort, make sure to hire a guide to take you through the palatial labyrinth, great hallways and long corridors and hear fascinating stories about the heroism of the legendary Rajput warriors of Marwar. There are some curio shops too; you can take back valuable merchandise like a Jodhpuri earring or a maharaja pen as memento. For adventure seekers, there's the flying fox ZIPLINE tour, which runs below the fort.

5. You'll find steps leading to the marketplace all around the GhantaGhar. The area somehow creates an aura that is hard to resist. Though loud, dusty and a tad dirty, the bylanes sell wares, spices, metal bangles, Jodhpurijootis and Rajasthani turbans.

6. Jodhpur is popularly known for its antique furniture emporiums.  If you love investing in retro, unique home decor pieces and furnishings in Indian prints, it's impossible to leave empty-handed. From coloured-glass lanterns and vintage posters to jaali-work wooden frames and quirky painted metal trunks, you'll find them all. As a souvenir, you can pick a signature Jodhpuri reversible block-print quilt that is known to have a cooling effect in summer and acts as an insulator against the cold in the harsh winter cold.

1.1. On the basis of your reading of the passage, answer the following questions by choosing the best of the given choices:









(1 x 4 = 4)

(a) In spite of __________ the by lanes around GhantaGhar create an aura.
1

(i) selling metal bangles

(ii) selling jodhpurijootis

(iii) being near marketplace

(iv) being loud and dusty

(b) What is NOT true about Mehrangarh Fort?


1

(i) It was quite huge and majestic.

(ii) It was designed by fairies.

(iii) It gets quite hot during summer noons.

(iv) It has no ‘entry ticket’.
(c) What is Not true about Jodhpur streets?


1

(i) They lead you to your destination.

(ii) They are full of life.

(iii) They are quite narrow.

(iv) They are entangled and medieval.

(d) To _________ the residents started adding copper sulphate to their whitewash.1

(i) paint their house blue

(ii) earn the tag of ‘Blue City’

(iii) attract tourists

(iv) do away with the insects

1.2 Answer the following questions briefly.

a) What kind of people can’t resist purchasing at furniture emporiums at Jodhpur? 
1

b) The rickshaws in Jodhpur are ‘super slim’. Why?

1

c) What makes the Jodhpuri quilt a souvenir?


1

d) Name any two things housed in the museum in Mehrangarh Fort.
1

e) What do the ‘curio’ shops sell?




1

f) How did Jodhpur get the name ‘Blue City’?


1

g) Find words from the passage which mean the same as: 2
(i)little bit (para 5)
(ii)filled with life and activity (para 2)
2.  Read the following passage carefully.         
(10 marks)

1. He’s Bill Gates’s favourite teacher. The billionaire tech king uses Sal’s online videos to tutor his children Jennifer, Rory and Phoebe. Business Week magazine called him the “Math Moses”, and Fortune listed him among 40 hottest business stars under forty. The journal Chronicle of Higher Education sees him as the pioneer of a potentially revolutionary “College 2.0” concept that may eventually upstage formal classroom education. His online lectures come out of a bedroom closet.

2. Yes, he is Salman or popularly known as “Sal” Khan. He is the ‘Khan’ of the online tutoring fame and not of the filmi notoriety. He has been shaking up the world of education. His fame and work reached the ears of Prime Minister Narendra Modi, and he had a meeting with him during his visit to Silicon Valley. The founder of the Khan Academy, an online education treasure trove, had the special privilege of one-on-one meeting with the Indian Prime Minister.

3. In an interview Salman Khan laughed when reminded of his Bollywood namesake, attributing the growing traffic towards his educational website - khanacademy.org to film buffs straying during the search. Instead, they stumble into a world of algebra and geometry, quadratic equations and binomial theorems. There’s nothing filmi about “Sal” Khan’s videos. He’s the sole hero, but you don’t even get to see his face, just intonation and pristine intent. 

4. Yet, his fan club, including Gates, finds his videos most engaging and compelling learning experience they have ever seen. One fan wrote: “It’s the first time I’ve smiled while doing a derivative.” ‘Sal’ hit on a magic formula for teaching and he has been scaling it many times. 

5. “We want to take learning away from the one-size-fits-all teaching experience to thirty students packed in a classroom,” explained “Sal”. By 2011, the Khan Academy, a fledgling, not-for-profit online education venture had already delivered some 86 million “lessons” (page views) as part of its mission to provide a “free, world-class education to anyone, anywhere.” 

6. “Sal’s” success has now made him a top draw in education gigs in America that is chafing at what it believes is its receding leadership in the knowledge business. It was Bill Gates who first gave him a public boost at the Aspen Ideas Festival before chaperoning him onstage (and to the media center) at TED (Technology Engineering Design) conference in a session he conducted. “It’s amazing,” gushed Gates to an enthralled audience. “I think you just got a glimpse of the education of the future.” Apparently, Prime Minister Modi, who puts skills development on top of his education agenda, may request “Sal” to do something to promote education in India.

7. Besides Salman, the team “Sal” includes Salman’s wife UmaimaMarvi, a physician, and Shantanu Sinha, Salman’s college-mate and high school buddy. The trio has nearly a dozen college degrees among them. Before joining hands with Umaima and Shantanu, “Sal” was a hedge fund analyst after his Harvard MBA and could have raked in riches when he opted to give himself a $2000 per month salary to bring in revolutionary ideas into education.

2.1 On the basis of your reading of the poem, answer the following questions by choosing the best of the given choices: 



(1 x 2 =2)

(a) Besides Bill Gates, Salman’s great contribution to education has been appreciated by 

(i) Business Weekly

(ii) Fortuner

(iii) Chronicle of Higher Education

(iv) Sunday Week

(b) Khan Academy is not a/an

(i) profit making organization

(ii) online education treasure

(iii) free online tutoring website

(iv) revolutionary idea in teaching and learning

2.2 Answer the following questions briefly. 

(1 x 6 = 6)

(a) Which public figure appreciated Salman first?

(b) In which field has Salman earned name and fame?

(c) What makes Salman’s videos different from other videos?

(d) Name the members of ‘Team Salman’.

(e) What is the mission of Khan Academy?

(f) Do you think Salman is interested in making money? Why/Why not?

2.3 Find words from the poem which have the same meaning as the following:   (1 x 2 = 2)
i) unexperienced 
ii) a person who is one of the first people to do / starting something 

3. Read the following passage.


     (8 Marks)

Bernita Mondal can hear her parents snore in the next room. A single bead of sweat trickles down her temple and lands on her book. It's 2.30 a.m. She’s been sitting in the kitchen without a fan for two hours. Just then the bulb in the kitchen goes out. “Not again!" Bernita sighs. She lights a candle and goes back to her book. Bernita prefers studying at night even if it means having to sit in the sweltering heat in the kitchen (which adjoins the only room in the house). “I fan myself while studying. And try not to think about anything. Doing well in the exams is my top priority,” said Bernita.
Bernita's father is an auto-rickshaw driver and her mother a homemaker. They moved out of a small town in West Bengal to settle in Bengaluru when she was a little girl. “Both my parents are illiterate. Perhaps that's why they've always encouraged me to study,” says Bernita. Her maternal grandparents never had the wherewithal to pay for her mother's education. “My mother doesn't want me to suffer the same fate. I think she is living her dreams through me,” remarks Bernita.

Her father's income was just enough to see the family through till Bernita's high school. He used to do odd jobs at a restaurant - cooking, cleaning dishes, scrubbing floors till he rented an auto. “To make more money, he would help carry people's luggage on the railway platform,” says Bernita's mother in broken Hindi.

But as Bernita entered high school, her fees and the cost of books also increased. “It was getting very difficult to manage the cost of education along with the household expenses,” she says. That’s when one of the nuns from her Christian school suggested they approach an NGO called ‘Vidya’ that funds children from underprivileged backgrounds. “The NGO agreed to pay half of my fee. They have been funding me since then,” says Bernita. Finally, her hard work paid off – Bernita scored 95 per cent in her class 12 exams.

Bernita is in her first year of B.Tech. Her immediate aim is to get the gold medal that is given to rank-holders in her college every semester. After her engineering course, Bernita hopes to go abroad for an M.Tech.

(a) On the basis of your reading of the above passage make notes on it, using recognizable abbreviations (minimum 4), wherever necessary. Supply a suitable title to it.


(5 Marks) 

(b) Write a summary of the above passage in about 80 words. 

(3 Marks) 

SECTION B - ADVANCED WRITING SKILLS : 30 Marks

4. You have lost an expensive watch probably in the market. Write an advertisement for the ‘Lost and Found’ column of a local newspaper giving all the relevant details. Offer a reward also. Write the advertisement in about 50 words. You are Gopal/Gopa, 4, Manav Road, Kanpur. 
(4 marks)
OR

For the World Organ Day, design an appealing poster to spread awareness about the importance and need to donate organs.

5. Inspite of the sincere efforts of the traffic police and various non-governmental organisations (NGOs), underage driving has registered an alarming rise. You are Arun/Anita, resident of 19/21, Rajendra Nagar, New Delhi. Write a letter to the editor of a national daily highlighting the issue and suggesting feasible solutions to the problem of underage driving. (120 words)

(6 marks)

OR

You are the librarian of Amla Public School. You had placed an order for text books with M/s Dhanpati& Sons. Since the books did not arrive on time, you have decided to cancel the order. Write a letter to the Manager, Dhanpati& Sons, Chennai, cancelling the order. 

6. It is said that if you educate a boy, you educate a person and if you educate a girl you educate a family. Write an article in 150-200 words on the importance of educating women. You are Suresh/ Shobha. 






(10 marks)
OR


The growing crime graph and involvement of youth in crimes is a cause of concern. You feel that value based education is the only remedy to make the society crime free. You are Vidyut/Vidushi of XII C. Write a speech for your school morning assembly on the topic ‘Importance of Values’ in 150-200 words.

7. Media has a strong hold on society. Write a speech in 150-200 words to be delivered in the school assembly on how media influences public opinion.
(10 marks)
OR

Many people are of the opinion that social networking sites like Facebook, WhatsApp, etc. strengthen social bonds. On the other hand, many believe that these sites are making people introvert and selfish. Write a debate in 150-200 words supporting the motion ‘Social Websites: A Threat to Society’. You are Faizal / Anjuman of Class XII.

SECTION C - TEXT BOOKS &: 40 Marks

8. Read the extract given below and answer the questions that follow: 

(4 Marks)
…… but soon

put that thought away, and

looked out at young

trees sprinting, the merry children spilling

out of their homes ……

(a) Which thought did the speaker put away?

(b) Why does the speaker look at the trees and the children?

(c) Why are the trees described as sprinting?

(d) Name the poem and the poet.

OR

And yet, for these
Children, these windows, not this world, are world,
Where all their future's painted with a fog.

(a) What does ‘these children’ refer to here?

(b) How is ‘their world’ different from the world shown to ‘these children’?

(c) Explain ‘all their future's painted with a fog’.

(d) Name the poem and the poet.

9. Answer any FOUR of the following questions in about 30-40 words each.    
(4x3= 12)

a) How is Gandhi critical of the lawyers ?

b) The manner of his (the Tiger King’s) death is a matter of extraordinary interest. Comment.

c) ‘Life is what it is all about;….’ How is keeping quiet related to life ?

d) Why did Sophie long for her brother’s affection ?

e) “It is his karam, his destiny.” What is Mukesh’s family’s attitude towards their situation ?

f) How did Sadao save himself from getting into trouble for harbouring ‘an enemy’?

10. “Bah! I’ve plenty of time. I’ll learn it tomorrow.” This is what most of the students resort to these days. Consequently, like Franz they regret and miss the opportunity to learn. In light of this fact, write what values a student should inculcate so as to succeed in life.






(6 marks)
OR

Though the old crofter gave a warm welcome and nice supper to the rattrap, he failed to bring a change of heart in the peddler. What was missing in the crofter’s behaviour?

11. It was sheer negligence on the part of the prison staff that helped Evans to escape. Comment.


(6 marks)
OR

How did the arrival of the prisoner destroy the peace of Sadao’shome ?

LONG READING TEXT

Attempt Part A or Part B

PART A (The Invisible Man)

12. Write a note on the siege of Kemp’s house. 

(6 marks)
13. As a scientist, how is Kemp different from Griffin ?
(6 marks)
PART B (Silas Marner)
12. Comment upon Godfrey Cass’s character with relevant examples from the text.




(6 marks)
13. How is the stone cottage in ‘Silas Marner’ a silent witness to all the important events in his life?


(6 marks)
· Prepared by: Dolly Dhawan
PGT English

G.D. Salwan Public School, New Delhi.

Email: dolly_dhawan@yahoo.com
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