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Code.No. 101/1
· Please check that this question paper contains 4 printed pages

· Code number given on the right hand side of the question paper should be written on the title page of the answer book by the candidates.

· Please check that this question paper contains 8 questions.

· Please write down the serial number of the question before attempting it.

ENGLISH (COMMUNICATIVE)
This paper consists of four sections.

Section A – Reading

6 marks

Section B – Writing

8 marks

Section C – Grammar

4 marks

Section D – Literature

7 marks


Instructions:

1. Attempt all questions.

2. Do not write anything in the question paper.

3. All the answers must be correctly numbered as in the question paper and written in the answer sheet provided to you.

4. Attempt all questions in each section before going on to the next section.

5. Strictly adhere to the word limit given with each question. Marks will be deducted for exceeding word limit. 
SECTION A 

READING

Read the following passage:

MIND’S MEMORY BOARD

Once the datasheet is in your hands, there is little else to do but study. We consulted some memory trainers and browsed through their ideas to help you 

beat the clock. Here’s how you can cram the most for the Boards.

You can use the Roman Room Loci system to create visual links to the subjects/keywords you want to remember. Loci is a peg for you to latch onto for memory hints. For a simplistic example, the kidney is bean shaped.   

By using the Mnemonic Number Alphabet wherein numbers from 0 to 10 are assigned an alphabet in serial order (except the vowels a,e,i,o,u). To memorize the dates, drop the ‘1’ from all dates after 999. You can make meaningful word from the transposed letters or a meaningful sentence. For instance B and B=0, C and P =1 and so on till you come to zero once again.

Rhyme the dates you want to remember, like “1914 and World War I begins”

You can also use mnemonics to remember spellings. To avoid confusion between principal and principle, memorize “the Principal is my pal.”

Acronyms or words whose letters elaborate to mean separate words can be helpful too. For example, VIBGYOR (the colours of the rainbow) or BODMAS (the rules of mathematical calculations)

Biswaroop Roy Chowdhury, a national memory record holder in the Limca Book of World Records, suggests organizing the revision on several different time plans, weekly, daily and hourly. Find out your personal peak performance or effectiveness time – day or night, he adds.

John Keith, a memory trainer based in the US, suggests the POPCORN method in his website to memory retention: positive attitude, observation, picture it, concentration, organisation, review it aloud and natural association.     

  1. Based on your reading of the above passage, complete the following:  6
a. The passage offer students ........................................................................

b. The Loci system works by ...................................................................

c. Acronym is a word formed by .............................................................

d. The two points suggested by Biswaroop Roy Chowdhury are:

(i) ..............................................
(ii) ........................................................

e. What does POPCORN method constitute?


SECTION B: WRITING
2. Kalyani Menon was on her way to attend the marriage of her friend, Preeti. At Chennai Airport, just before her plane was due to take off, she remembered that she had locked her pet dog in the kennel and left the key on her writing desk.

She decides to write a postcard to her younger brother, Rajath Menon asking him to free the dog. Write the postcard in not more than 50 words. Copy the format given below in your answer sheet. 
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3. Given below is an extract from an article in ‘Newsweek’:

‘For years, I ate fast food because it was efficient and cheap. I had no idea I could be damaging my health, says Caesar Barbar, 56 a maintenance worker with heart disease’ 

Write an article for a local newspaper, on the health hazards caused by junk food in about 150 words.
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SECTION C: WRITING
4. Read the passage given below. There is an error in each line. Write the incorrect word and the correction against the correct blank number is your answer sheet. Remember to underline the word you have supplied. 
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Gorillas, a largest of the apes, can be six

 
eg: a – the
feet tall. Much of them have long, strong


a) _________


arms or thick chest. They  look quite 



b) _________

frightening but this creatures are shy



c)  _________

and gentle. There are two kinds of Gorillas.

 

The Lowlands Gorillas live in a western 


d) _________

part of central Africa near an equator.



e) _________

Whereas a mountain Gorillas live in



f ) _________

the African mountain slopes. This animals


g) _________

communicate with some other with facial expressions.
h) _________

5. Fill in the following blanks with correct form of the verb given in brackets:
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As the years (a) ............................. (roll) by we saw less of each other. For some time she (b) ............................. (continue) to wake me up and get me ready for school. When I (c) ............................. (come) back, she would ask me what the teacher (d) ............................. (teach) me. I would tell her English words and little things of Western Science. This (e) ............................. (make) her unhappy. She (f) ............................. (not believe) in the things they (g) ............................. (teach) at English school and was distressed that there (h) ............................. (be) no teaching about God and the scriptures.  
SECTION D: LITERATURE
6. “A lot of cobwebs have settled around me”.

(a) Who is the speaker? Why does he feel so?


1 

(b) What does ‘cobwebs’ refer to? 




1
7. ‘Thou from whose unseen presence the leaves dead

Are driven, like ghosts from an enchanter fleeing,

Yellow, and black, and pale, and hectic red,

Pestilence-stricken multitudes!

a) What season of the year is presented in the above lines? 

½ 
b) Why does the poet refer to the leaves as “Pestilence-stricken multitudes”? 







1
c) What else does the wind blow away? Where do they hide? 

1½ 
8. What did Babuli do with his share of family property and why?
2
___________________________
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